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5052-S2 AMH APPL BLAC 080 

    

2SSB 5052 - H AMD TO H AMD (H-2596.3/15)  400 
By Representative Appleton 

NOT ADOPTED 04/10/2015 

 On page 1 of the striking amendment strike all mat erial after line 

2 and insert the following:  

 "NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  This act may be known and cited as the 

cannabis patient protection act. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  The legislature finds that since voters 

approved Initiative Measure No. 692 in 1998, it has  been the public 

policy of the state to permit the medical use of ma rijuana. Between 

1998 and the present day, there have been multiple legislative 

attempts to clarify what is meant by the medical us e of marijuana 

and to ensure qualifying patients have a safe, cons istent, and 

adequate source of marijuana for their medical need s. 

The legislature further finds that qualifying patie nts are 

people with serious medical conditions and have bee n responsible for 

finding their own source of marijuana for their own  personal medical 

use. Either by growing it themselves, designating s omeone to grow 

for them, or participating in collective gardens, p atients have 

developed methods of access in spite of continued f ederal opposition 

to the medical use of marijuana. In a time when acc ess itself was an 

issue and no safe, consistent source of marijuana w as available, 

this unregulated system was permitted by the state to ensure some, 

albeit limited, access to marijuana for medical use . Also permitted 

were personal possession limits of fifteen plants a nd twenty-four 

ounces of useable marijuana, which was deemed to be  the amount of 

marijuana needed for a sixty-day supply. In a time when supply was 
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not consistent, this amount of marijuana was necess ary to ensure 

patients would be able to address their immediate m edical needs. 

The legislature further finds that in 2012 voters p assed 

Initiative Measure No. 502 which permitted the recr eational use of 

marijuana. For the first time in our nation's histo ry, marijuana 

would be regulated, taxed, and sold for recreationa l consumption. 

Initiative Measure No. 502 provides for strict regu lation on the 

production, processing, and distribution of marijua na. Under 

Initiative Measure No. 502, marijuana is trackable from seed to sale 

and may only be sold or grown under license. Mariju ana must be 

tested for impurities and purchasers of marijuana m ust be informed 

of the THC level in the marijuana. Since its passag e, two hundred 

fifty producer/processor licenses and sixty-three r etail licenses 

have been issued, covering the majority of the stat e. With the 

current product canopy exceeding 2.9 million square  feet, and 

retailers in place, the state now has a system of s afe, consistent, 

and adequate access to marijuana; the marketplace i s not the same 

marketplace envisioned by the voters in 1998.  

The legislature, therefore, intends to adopt a comp rehensive act 

that uses the regulations in place for the recreati onal market to 

provide regulation for the medical use of marijuana . It intends to 

ensure that patients retain their ability to grow t heir own 

marijuana for their own medical use and participate  in private 

noncommercial cooperatives, and it intends to ensur e that patients 

have the ability to possess more marijuana-infused products, useable 

marijuana, and marijuana concentrates than what is available to a 

nonmedical user. It further intends that medical sp ecific 

regulations be adopted as needed and under consulta tion of the 

departments of health and agriculture so that safe handling 

practices will be adopted and so that testing stand ards for medical 

products meet or exceed those standards in use in t he recreational 

market. 

The legislature further intends that the costs asso ciated with 

implementing and administering the registry shall b e financed from 
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the health professions account and that these funds  shall be 

restored to the health professions account through future 

appropriations using funds derived from the dedicat ed marijuana 

account. 

Sec. 3.  RCW 66.08.012 and 2012 c 117 s 265 are each amend ed to 

read as follows: 

There shall be a board, known as the "Washington st ate liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board," consisting of thre e members, to be 

appointed by the governor, with the consent of the senate, who shall 

each be paid an annual salary to be fixed by the go vernor in 

accordance with the provisions of RCW 43.03.040. Th e governor may, 

in his or her discretion, appoint one of the member s as chair of the 

board, and a majority of the members shall constitu te a quorum of 

the board. 

Sec. 4.  RCW 69.50.101 and 2014 c 192 s 1 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, defi nitions of 

terms shall be as indicated where used in this chap ter: 

(a) "Administer" means to apply a controlled substa nce, whether 

by injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other m eans, directly to 

the body of a patient or research subject by: 

(1) a practitioner authorized to prescribe (or, by the 

practitioner's authorized agent); or 

(2) the patient or research subject at the directio n and in the 

presence of the practitioner. 

(b) "Agent" means an authorized person who acts on behalf of or 

at the direction of a manufacturer, distributor, or  dispenser. It 

does not include a common or contract carrier, publ ic 

warehouseperson, or employee of the carrier or ware houseperson. 

(c) "Commission" means the pharmacy quality assuran ce 

commission. 
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(d) "Controlled substance" means a drug, substance,  or immediate 

precursor included in Schedules I through V as set forth in federal 

or state laws, or federal or commission rules. 

(e)(1) "Controlled substance analog" means a substa nce the 

chemical structure of which is substantially simila r to the chemical 

structure of a controlled substance in Schedule I o r II and: 

(i) that has a stimulant, depressant, or hallucinog enic effect 

on the central nervous system substantially similar  to the 

stimulant, depressant, or hallucinogenic effect on the central 

nervous system of a controlled substance included i n Schedule I or 

II; or 

(ii) with respect to a particular individual, that the 

individual represents or intends to have a stimulan t, depressant, or 

hallucinogenic effect on the central nervous system  substantially 

similar to the stimulant, depressant, or hallucinog enic effect on 

the central nervous system of a controlled substanc e included in 

Schedule I or II. 

(2) The term does not include: 

(i) a controlled substance; 

(ii) a substance for which there is an approved new  drug 

application; 

(iii) a substance with respect to which an exemptio n is in 

effect for investigational use by a particular pers on under Section 

505 of the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, 21 U.S.C. Sec. 355, 

to the extent conduct with respect to the substance  is pursuant to 

the exemption; or 

(iv) any substance to the extent not intended for h uman 

consumption before an exemption takes effect with r espect to the 

substance. 

(f) "Deliver" or "delivery," means the actual or co nstructive 

transfer from one person to another of a substance,  whether or not 

there is an agency relationship. 

(g) "Department" means the department of health. 
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(h) "Dispense" means the interpretation of a prescr iption or 

order for a controlled substance and, pursuant to t hat prescription 

or order, the proper selection, measuring, compound ing, labeling, or 

packaging necessary to prepare that prescription or  order for 

delivery. 

(i) "Dispenser" means a practitioner who dispenses.  

(j) "Distribute" means to deliver other than by adm inistering or 

dispensing a controlled substance. 

(k) "Distributor" means a person who distributes. 

(l) "Drug" means (1) a controlled substance recogni zed as a drug 

in the official United States pharmacopoeia/nationa l formulary or 

the official homeopathic pharmacopoeia of the Unite d States, or any 

supplement to them; (2) controlled substances inten ded for use in 

the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prev ention of disease 

in individuals or animals; (3) controlled substance s (other than 

food) intended to affect the structure or any funct ion of the body 

of individuals or animals; and (4) controlled subst ances intended 

for use as a component of any article specified in (1), (2), or (3) 

of this subsection. The term does not include devic es or their 

components, parts, or accessories. 

(m) "Drug enforcement administration" means the dru g enforcement 

administration in the United States Department of J ustice, or its 

successor agency. 

(n) "Electronic communication of prescription infor mation" means 

the transmission of a prescription or refill author ization for a 

drug of a practitioner using computer systems. The term does not 

include a prescription or refill authorization verb ally transmitted 

by telephone nor a facsimile manually signed by the  practitioner. 

(o) "Immediate precursor" means a substance: 

(1) that the commission has found to be and by rule  designates 

as being the principal compound commonly used, or p roduced primarily 

for use, in the manufacture of a controlled substan ce; 

(2) that is an immediate chemical intermediary used  or likely to 

be used in the manufacture of a controlled substanc e; and 
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(3) the control of which is necessary to prevent, c urtail, or 

limit the manufacture of the controlled substance. 

(p) "Isomer" means an optical isomer, but in subsec tion (z)(5) 

of this section, RCW 69.50.204(a) (12) and (34), an d 

69.50.206(b)(4), the term includes any geometrical isomer; in RCW 

69.50.204(a) (8) and (42), and 69.50.210(c) the ter m includes any 

positional isomer; and in RCW 69.50.204(a)(35), 69. 50.204(c), and 

69.50.208(a) the term includes any positional or ge ometric isomer. 

(q) "Lot" means a definite quantity of marijuana, m arijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, or marijuana-infus ed product 

identified by a lot number, every portion or packag e of which is 

uniform within recognized tolerances for the factor s that appear in 

the labeling. 

(r) "Lot number" shall identify the licensee by bus iness or 

trade name and Washington state unified business id entifier number, 

and the date of harvest or processing for each lot of marijuana, 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, or marij uana-infused 

product. 

(s) "Manufacture" means the production, preparation , 

propagation, compounding, conversion, or processing  of a controlled 

substance, either directly or indirectly or by extr action from 

substances of natural origin, or independently by m eans of chemical 

synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and ch emical synthesis, 

and includes any packaging or repackaging of the su bstance or 

labeling or relabeling of its container. The term d oes not include 

the preparation, compounding, packaging, repackagin g, labeling, or 

relabeling of a controlled substance: 

(1) by a practitioner as an incident to the practit ioner's 

administering or dispensing of a controlled substan ce in the course 

of the practitioner's professional practice; or 

(2) by a practitioner, or by the practitioner's aut horized agent 

under the practitioner's supervision, for the purpo se of, or as an 

incident to, research, teaching, or chemical analys is and not for 

sale. 
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(t) "Marijuana" or "marihuana" means all parts of t he plant 

Cannabis, whether growing or not, with a THC concentration greater 

than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis; the seeds t hereof; the resin 

extracted from any part of the plant; and every com pound, 

manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparat ion of the plant, 

its seeds or resin. The term does not include the m ature stalks of 

the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or c ake made from the 

seeds of the plant, any other compound, manufacture , salt, 

derivative, mixture, or preparation of the mature s talks (except the 

resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or  the sterilized 

seed of the plant which is incapable of germination . 

(u) "Marijuana concentrates" means products consist ing wholly or 

in part of the resin extracted from any part of the  plant Cannabis 

and having a THC concentration greater than sixty p ercent. 

(v) "Marijuana processor" means a person licensed b y the state 

liquor ((control)) and cannabis board to process ma rijuana into 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, and mari juana-infused 

products, package and label marijuana concentrates,  useable 

marijuana, and marijuana-infused products for sale in retail 

outlets, and sell marijuana concentrates, useable m arijuana, and 

marijuana-infused products at wholesale to marijuan a retailers. 

(w) "Marijuana producer" means a person licensed by  the state 

liquor ((control)) and cannabis board to produce an d sell marijuana 

at wholesale to marijuana processors and other mari juana producers. 

(x) "Marijuana-infused products" means products tha t contain 

marijuana or marijuana extracts, are intended for h uman use, and 

have a THC concentration greater than 0.3 percent a nd no greater 

than sixty percent. The term "marijuana-infused pro ducts" does not 

include either useable marijuana or marijuana conce ntrates. 

(y) "Marijuana retailer" means a person licensed by  the state 

liquor ((control)) and cannabis board to sell marij uana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products in a 

retail outlet. 
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(z) "Narcotic drug" means any of the following, whe ther produced 

directly or indirectly by extraction from substance s of vegetable 

origin, or independently by means of chemical synth esis, or by a 

combination of extraction and chemical synthesis: 

(1) Opium, opium derivative, and any derivative of opium or 

opium derivative, including their salts, isomers, a nd salts of 

isomers, whenever the existence of the salts, isome rs, and salts of 

isomers is possible within the specific chemical de signation. The 

term does not include the isoquinoline alkaloids of  opium. 

(2) Synthetic opiate and any derivative of syntheti c opiate, 

including their isomers, esters, ethers, salts, and  salts of 

isomers, esters, and ethers, whenever the existence  of the isomers, 

esters, ethers, and salts is possible within the sp ecific chemical 

designation. 

(3) Poppy straw and concentrate of poppy straw. 

(4) Coca leaves, except coca leaves and extracts of  coca leaves 

from which cocaine, ecgonine, and derivatives or ec gonine or their 

salts have been removed. 

(5) Cocaine, or any salt, isomer, or salt of isomer  thereof. 

(6) Cocaine base. 

(7) Ecgonine, or any derivative, salt, isomer, or s alt of isomer 

thereof. 

(8) Any compound, mixture, or preparation containin g any 

quantity of any substance referred to in subparagra phs (1) through 

(7). 

(aa) "Opiate" means any substance having an addicti on-forming or 

addiction-sustaining liability similar to morphine or being capable 

of conversion into a drug having addiction-forming or addiction-

sustaining liability. The term includes opium, subs tances derived 

from opium (opium derivatives), and synthetic opiat es. The term does 

not include, unless specifically designated as cont rolled under RCW 

69.50.201, the dextrorotatory isomer of 3-methoxy-n -methylmorphinan 

and its salts (dextromethorphan). The term includes  the racemic and 

levorotatory forms of dextromethorphan. 
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(bb) "Opium poppy" means the plant of the species P apaver 

somniferum L., except its seeds. 

(cc) "Person" means individual, corporation, busine ss trust, 

estate, trust, partnership, association, joint vent ure, government, 

governmental subdivision or agency, or any other le gal or commercial 

entity. 

(dd) "Poppy straw" means all parts, except the seed s, of the 

opium poppy, after mowing. 

(ee) "Practitioner" means: 

(1) A physician under chapter 18.71 RCW; a physicia n assistant 

under chapter 18.71A RCW; an osteopathic physician and surgeon under 

chapter 18.57 RCW; an osteopathic physician assista nt under chapter 

18.57A RCW who is licensed under RCW 18.57A.020 sub ject to any 

limitations in RCW 18.57A.040; an optometrist licen sed under chapter 

18.53 RCW who is certified by the optometry board u nder RCW 

18.53.010 subject to any limitations in RCW 18.53.0 10; a dentist 

under chapter 18.32 RCW; a podiatric physician and surgeon under 

chapter 18.22 RCW; a veterinarian under chapter 18. 92 RCW; a 

registered nurse, advanced registered nurse practit ioner, or 

licensed practical nurse under chapter 18.79 RCW; a  naturopathic 

physician under chapter 18.36A RCW who is licensed under RCW 

18.36A.030 subject to any limitations in RCW 18.36A .040; a 

pharmacist under chapter 18.64 RCW or a scientific investigator 

under this chapter, licensed, registered or otherwi se permitted 

insofar as is consistent with those licensing laws to distribute, 

dispense, conduct research with respect to or admin ister a 

controlled substance in the course of their profess ional practice or 

research in this state. 

(2) A pharmacy, hospital or other institution licen sed, 

registered, or otherwise permitted to distribute, d ispense, conduct 

research with respect to or to administer a control led substance in 

the course of professional practice or research in this state. 

(3) A physician licensed to practice medicine and s urgery, a 

physician licensed to practice osteopathic medicine  and surgery, a 



 

5052-S2 AMH APPL BLAC 080 Official Print - 10 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

dentist licensed to practice dentistry, a podiatric  physician and 

surgeon licensed to practice podiatric medicine and  surgery, a 

licensed physician assistant or a licensed osteopat hic physician 

assistant specifically approved to prescribe contro lled substances 

by his or her state's medical quality assurance com mission or 

equivalent and his or her supervising physician, an  advanced 

registered nurse practitioner licensed to prescribe  controlled 

substances, or a veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary 

medicine in any state of the United States. 

(ff) "Prescription" means an order for controlled s ubstances 

issued by a practitioner duly authorized by law or rule in the state 

of Washington to prescribe controlled substances wi thin the scope of 

his or her professional practice for a legitimate m edical purpose. 

(gg) "Production" includes the manufacturing, plant ing, 

cultivating, growing, or harvesting of a controlled  substance. 

(hh) "Retail outlet" means a location licensed by t he state 

liquor ((control)) and cannabis board for the retai l sale of 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, and mari juana-infused 

products. 

(ii) "Secretary" means the secretary of health or t he 

secretary's designee. 

(jj) "State," unless the context otherwise requires , means a 

state of the United States, the District of Columbi a, the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or a territory or insu lar possession 

subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. 

(kk) "THC concentration" means percent of delta-9 

tetrahydrocannabinol content per dry weight of any part of the plant 

Cannabis, or per volume or weight of marijuana product, or the 

combined percent of delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol an d 

tetrahydrocannabinolic acid in any part of the plan t Cannabis 

regardless of moisture content. 

(ll) "Ultimate user" means an individual who lawful ly possesses 

a controlled substance for the individual's own use  or for the use 

of a member of the individual's household or for ad ministering to an 
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animal owned by the individual or by a member of th e individual's 

household. 

(mm) "Useable marijuana" means dried marijuana flow ers. The term 

"useable marijuana" does not include either marijua na-infused 

products or marijuana concentrates. 

(nn) "Designated provider" has the meaning provided  in RCW 

69.51A.010. 

(oo) "Qualifying patient" has the meaning provided in RCW 

69.51A.010. 

(pp) "CBD concentration" has the meaning provided i n RCW 

69.51A.010. 

(qq) "Plant" has the meaning provided in RCW 69.51A .010. 

(rr) "Recognition card" has the meaning provided in  RCW 

69.51A.010. 

Sec. 5.  RCW 69.50.325 and 2014 c 192 s 2 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) There shall be a marijuana producer's license t o produce 

marijuana for sale at wholesale to marijuana proces sors and other 

marijuana producers, regulated by the state liquor ((control)) and 

cannabis board and subject to annual renewal. The p roduction, 

possession, delivery, distribution, and sale of mar ijuana in 

accordance with the provisions of this chapter ((3,  Laws of 2013)) 

and the rules adopted to implement and enforce it, by a validly 

licensed marijuana producer, shall not be a crimina l or civil 

offense under Washington state law. Every marijuana  producer's 

license shall be issued in the name of the applican t, shall specify 

the location at which the marijuana producer intend s to operate, 

which must be within the state of Washington, and t he holder thereof 

shall not allow any other person to use the license . The application 

fee for a marijuana producer's license shall be two  hundred fifty 

dollars. The annual fee for issuance and renewal of  a marijuana 

producer's license shall be one thousand dollars. A  separate license 
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shall be required for each location at which a mari juana producer 

intends to produce marijuana. 

(2) There shall be a marijuana processor's license to process, 

package, and label marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, and 

marijuana-infused products for sale at wholesale to  marijuana 

processors and marijuana retailers, regulated by th e state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board and subject to annua l renewal. The 

processing, packaging, possession, delivery, distri bution, and sale 

of marijuana, useable marijuana, marijuana-infused products, and 

marijuana concentrates in accordance with the provi sions of this 

chapter ((3, Laws of 2013)) and chapter 69.51A RCW and the rules 

adopted to implement and enforce ((it)) these chapt ers, by a validly 

licensed marijuana processor, shall not be a crimin al or civil 

offense under Washington state law. Every marijuana  processor's 

license shall be issued in the name of the applican t, shall specify 

the location at which the licensee intends to opera te, which must be 

within the state of Washington, and the holder ther eof shall not 

allow any other person to use the license. The appl ication fee for a 

marijuana processor's license shall be two hundred fifty dollars. 

The annual fee for issuance and renewal of a mariju ana processor's 

license shall be one thousand dollars. A separate l icense shall be 

required for each location at which a marijuana pro cessor intends to 

process marijuana. 

(3) There shall be a marijuana retailer's license t o sell 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, and mari juana-infused 

products at retail in retail outlets, regulated by the state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board and subject to annua l renewal. The 

possession, delivery, distribution, and sale of mar ijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products in 

accordance with the provisions of this chapter ((3,  Laws of 2013)) 

and the rules adopted to implement and enforce it, by a validly 

licensed marijuana retailer, shall not be a crimina l or civil 

offense under Washington state law. Every marijuana  retailer's 

license shall be issued in the name of the applican t, shall specify 
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the location of the retail outlet the licensee inte nds to operate, 

which must be within the state of Washington, and t he holder thereof 

shall not allow any other person to use the license . The application 

fee for a marijuana retailer's license shall be two  hundred fifty 

dollars. The annual fee for issuance and renewal of  a marijuana 

retailer's license shall be one thousand dollars. A  separate license 

shall be required for each location at which a mari juana retailer 

intends to sell marijuana concentrates, useable mar ijuana, and 

marijuana-infused products. 

Sec. 6.  RCW 69.50.331 and 2013 c 3 s 6 are each amended t o read 

as follows: 

(1) For the purpose of considering any application for a license 

to produce, process, or sell marijuana, or for the renewal of a 

license to produce, process, or sell marijuana, the  state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board must conduct a compr ehensive, fair, 

and impartial evaluation of the applications timely  received. 

(a) The state liquor and cannabis board must develo p a 

competitive, merit-based application process that i ncludes, at a 

minimum, the opportunity for an applicant to demons trate experience 

and qualifications in the marijuana industry. The s tate liquor and 

cannabis board shall give preference between compet ing applications 

in the licensing process to applicants that have th e following 

experience and qualifications: operating or being e mployed by a 

collective garden before January 1, 2013, having ha d a state 

business license and a municipal business license, as applicable in 

the relevant jurisdiction, and having had a history  of paying all 

applicable state taxes and fees. 

(b) The state liquor and cannabis board may cause a n inspection 

of the premises to be made, and may inquire into al l matters in 

connection with the construction and operation of t he premises. For 

the purpose of reviewing any application for a lice nse and for 

considering the denial, suspension, revocation, or renewal or denial 

thereof, of any license, the state liquor ((control )) and cannabis 
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board may consider any prior criminal conduct of th e applicant 

including an administrative violation history recor d with the state 

liquor ((control)) and cannabis board and a crimina l history record 

information check. The state liquor ((control)) and  cannabis board 

may submit the criminal history record information check to the 

Washington state patrol and to the identification d ivision of the 

federal bureau of investigation in order that these  agencies may 

search their records for prior arrests and convicti ons of the 

individual or individuals who filled out the forms.  The state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board shall require finger printing of any 

applicant whose criminal history record information  check is 

submitted to the federal bureau of investigation. T he provisions of 

RCW 9.95.240 and of chapter 9.96A RCW shall not app ly to these 

cases. Subject to the provisions of this section, t he state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board may, in its discreti on, grant or deny 

the renewal or license applied for. Denial may be b ased on, without 

limitation, the existence of chronic illegal activi ty documented in 

objections submitted pursuant to subsections (7)(c)  and (9) of this 

section. Authority to approve an uncontested or uno pposed license 

may be granted by the state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board to 

any staff member the board designates in writing. C onditions for 

granting this authority shall be adopted by rule. 

(c) No license of any kind may be issued to: 

(((a))) (i) A person under the age of twenty-one ye ars; 

(((b))) (ii) A person doing business as a sole prop rietor who 

has not lawfully resided in the state for at least three months 

prior to applying to receive a license; 

(((c))) (iii) A partnership, employee cooperative, association, 

nonprofit corporation, or corporation unless formed  under the laws 

of this state, and unless all of the members thereo f are qualified 

to obtain a license as provided in this section; or  

(((d))) (iv) A person whose place of business is co nducted by a 

manager or agent, unless the manager or agent posse sses the same 

qualifications required of the licensee. 
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(2)(a) The state liquor ((control)) and cannabis bo ard may, in 

its discretion, subject to the provisions of RCW 69 .50.334, suspend 

or cancel any license; and all protections of the l icensee from 

criminal or civil sanctions under state law for pro ducing, 

processing, or selling marijuana, useable marijuana , or marijuana-

infused products thereunder shall be suspended or t erminated, as the 

case may be. 

(b) The state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board  shall 

immediately suspend the license of a person who has  been certified 

pursuant to RCW 74.20A.320 by the department of soc ial and health 

services as a person who is not in compliance with a support order. 

If the person has continued to meet all other requi rements for 

reinstatement during the suspension, reissuance of the license shall 

be automatic upon the state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board's 

receipt of a release issued by the department of so cial and health 

services stating that the licensee is in compliance  with the order. 

(c) The state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board  may request 

the appointment of administrative law judges under chapter 34.12 RCW 

who shall have power to administer oaths, issue sub poenas for the 

attendance of witnesses and the production of paper s, books, 

accounts, documents, and testimony, examine witness es, and to 

receive testimony in any inquiry, investigation, he aring, or 

proceeding in any part of the state, under rules an d regulations the 

state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board may ado pt. 

(d) Witnesses shall be allowed fees and mileage eac h way to and 

from any inquiry, investigation, hearing, or procee ding at the rate 

authorized by RCW 34.05.446. Fees need not be paid in advance of 

appearance of witnesses to testify or to produce bo oks, records, or 

other legal evidence. 

(e) In case of disobedience of any person to comply  with the 

order of the state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board or a 

subpoena issued by the state liquor ((control)) and  cannabis board, 

or any of its members, or administrative law judges , or on the 

refusal of a witness to testify to any matter regar ding which he or 
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she may be lawfully interrogated, the judge of the superior court of 

the county in which the person resides, on applicat ion of any member 

of the board or administrative law judge, shall com pel obedience by 

contempt proceedings, as in the case of disobedienc e of the 

requirements of a subpoena issued from said court o r a refusal to 

testify therein. 

(3) Upon receipt of notice of the suspension or can cellation of 

a license, the licensee shall forthwith deliver up the license to 

the state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board. Wh ere the license 

has been suspended only, the state liquor ((control )) and cannabis 

board shall return the license to the licensee at t he expiration or 

termination of the period of suspension. The state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board shall notify all oth er licensees in 

the county where the subject licensee has its premi ses of the 

suspension or cancellation of the license; and no o ther licensee or 

employee of another licensee may allow or cause any  marijuana, 

useable marijuana, or marijuana-infused products to  be delivered to 

or for any person at the premises of the subject li censee. 

(4) Every license issued under chapter 3, Laws of 2 013 shall be 

subject to all conditions and restrictions imposed by chapter 3, 

Laws of 2013 or by rules adopted by the state liquo r ((control)) and 

cannabis board to implement and enforce chapter 3, Laws of 2013. All 

conditions and restrictions imposed by the state li quor ((control)) 

and cannabis board in the issuance of an individual  license shall be 

listed on the face of the individual license along with the trade 

name, address, and expiration date. 

(5) Every licensee shall post and keep posted its l icense, or 

licenses, in a conspicuous place on the premises. 

(6) No licensee shall employ any person under the a ge of twenty-

one years. 

(7)(a) Before the state liquor ((control)) and cann abis board 

issues a new or renewed license to an applicant it shall give notice 

of the application to the chief executive officer o f the 

incorporated city or town, if the application is fo r a license 
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within an incorporated city or town, or to the coun ty legislative 

authority, if the application is for a license outs ide the 

boundaries of incorporated cities or towns. 

(b) The incorporated city or town through the offic ial or 

employee selected by it, or the county legislative authority or the 

official or employee selected by it, shall have the  right to file 

with the state liquor ((control)) and cannabis boar d within twenty 

days after the date of transmittal of the notice fo r applications, 

or at least thirty days prior to the expiration dat e for renewals, 

written objections against the applicant or against  the premises for 

which the new or renewed license is asked. The stat e liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board may extend the time period for 

submitting written objections. 

(c) The written objections shall include a statemen t of all 

facts upon which the objections are based, and in c ase written 

objections are filed, the city or town or county le gislative 

authority may request, and the state liquor ((contr ol)) and cannabis 

board may in its discretion hold, a hearing subject  to the 

applicable provisions of Title 34 RCW. If the state  liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board makes an initial dec ision to deny a 

license or renewal based on the written objections of an 

incorporated city or town or county legislative aut hority, the 

applicant may request a hearing subject to the appl icable provisions 

of Title 34 RCW. If a hearing is held at the reques t of the 

applicant, state liquor ((control)) and cannabis bo ard 

representatives shall present and defend the state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board's initial decision t o deny a license 

or renewal. 

(d) Upon the granting of a license under this title  the state 

liquor ((control)) and cannabis board shall send wr itten 

notification to the chief executive officer of the incorporated city 

or town in which the license is granted, or to the county 

legislative authority if the license is granted out side the 

boundaries of incorporated cities or towns. 
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(8) The state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board  shall not 

issue a license for any premises within one thousan d feet of the 

perimeter of the grounds of any elementary or secon dary school, 

playground, recreation center or facility, child ca re center, public 

park, public transit center, or library, or any gam e arcade 

admission to which is not restricted to persons age d twenty-one 

years or older. 

(9) In determining whether to grant or deny a licen se or renewal 

of any license, the state liquor ((control)) and ca nnabis board 

shall give substantial weight to objections from an  incorporated 

city or town or county legislative authority based upon chronic 

illegal activity associated with the applicant's op erations of the 

premises proposed to be licensed or the applicant's  operation of any 

other licensed premises, or the conduct of the appl icant's patrons 

inside or outside the licensed premises. "Chronic i llegal activity" 

means (a) a pervasive pattern of activity that thre atens the public 

health, safety, and welfare of the city, town, or c ounty including, 

but not limited to, open container violations, assa ults, 

disturbances, disorderly conduct, or other criminal  law violations, 

or as documented in crime statistics, police report s, emergency 

medical response data, calls for service, field dat a, or similar 

records of a law enforcement agency for the city, t own, county, or 

any other municipal corporation or any state agency ; or (b) an 

unreasonably high number of citations for violation s of RCW 

46.61.502 associated with the applicant's or licens ee's operation of 

any licensed premises as indicated by the reported statements given 

to law enforcement upon arrest. 

Sec. 7.  RCW 69.50.342 and 2013 c 3 s 9 are each amended t o read 

as follows: 

(1) For the purpose of carrying into effect the pro visions of 

chapter 3, Laws of 2013 according to their true int ent or of 

supplying any deficiency therein, the state liquor ((control)) and 

cannabis board may adopt rules not inconsistent wit h the spirit of 



 

5052-S2 AMH APPL BLAC 080 Official Print - 19 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

chapter 3, Laws of 2013 as are deemed necessary or advisable. 

Without limiting the generality of the preceding se ntence, the state 

liquor ((control)) and cannabis board is empowered to adopt rules 

regarding the following: 

(((1))) (a) The equipment and management of retail outlets and 

premises where marijuana is produced or processed, and inspection of 

the retail outlets and premises where marijuana is produced or 

processed; 

(((2))) (b) The books and records to be created and  maintained 

by licensees, the reports to be made thereon to the  state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board, and inspection of t he books and 

records; 

(((3))) (c) Methods of producing, processing, and p ackaging 

marijuana, useable marijuana, marijuana concentrate s, and marijuana-

infused products; conditions of sanitation; safe ha ndling 

requirements; approved pesticides and pesticide tes ting 

requirements; and standards of ingredients, quality , and identity of 

marijuana, useable marijuana, marijuana concentrate s, and marijuana-

infused products produced, processed, packaged, or sold by 

licensees; 

(((4))) (d) Security requirements for retail outlet s and 

premises where marijuana is produced or processed, and safety 

protocols for licensees and their employees; 

(((5))) (e) Screening, hiring, training, and superv ising 

employees of licensees; 

(((6))) (f) Retail outlet locations and hours of op eration; 

(((7))) (g) Labeling requirements and restrictions on 

advertisement of marijuana, useable marijuana, mari juana 

concentrates, and marijuana-infused products for sa le in retail 

outlets; 

(((8))) (h) Forms to be used for purposes of this c hapter ((3, 

Laws of 2013)) and chapter 69.51A RCW or the rules adopted to 

implement and enforce ((it)) these chapters, the te rms and 

conditions to be contained in licenses issued under  this chapter 
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((3, Laws of 2013)) and chapter 69.51A RCW, and the  qualifications 

for receiving a license issued under this chapter ( (3, Laws of 

2013)) and chapter 69.51A RCW, including a criminal  history record 

information check. The state liquor ((control)) and  cannabis board 

may submit any criminal history record information check to the 

Washington state patrol and to the identification d ivision of the 

federal bureau of investigation in order that these  agencies may 

search their records for prior arrests and convicti ons of the 

individual or individuals who filled out the forms.  The state liquor 

((control)) and cannabis board shall require finger printing of any 

applicant whose criminal history record information  check is 

submitted to the federal bureau of investigation; 

(((9))) (i) Application, reinstatement, and renewal  fees for 

licenses issued under this chapter ((3, Laws of 201 3)) and chapter 

69.51A RCW, and fees for anything done or permitted  to be done under 

the rules adopted to implement and enforce this cha pter ((3, Laws of 

2013)) and chapter 69.51A RCW; 

(((10))) (j) The manner of giving and serving notic es required 

by this chapter ((3, Laws of 2013)) and chapter 69. 51A RCW or rules 

adopted to implement or enforce ((it)) these chapte rs; 

(((11))) (k) Times and periods when, and the manner , methods, 

and means by which, licensees shall transport and d eliver marijuana, 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, and mari juana-infused 

products within the state; 

(((12))) (l) Identification, seizure, confiscation,  destruction, 

or donation to law enforcement for training purpose s of all 

marijuana, marijuana concentrates, useable marijuan a, and marijuana-

infused products produced, processed, sold, or offe red for sale 

within this state which do not conform in all respe cts to the 

standards prescribed by this chapter ((3, Laws of 2 013)) or chapter 

69.51A RCW or the rules adopted to implement and en force ((it: 

PROVIDED, That nothing in chapter 3, Laws of 2013 s hall be construed 

as authorizing the state liquor control board to se ize, confiscate, 

destroy, or donate to law enforcement marijuana, us eable marijuana, 



 

5052-S2 AMH APPL BLAC 080 Official Print - 21 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

or marijuana-infused products produced, processed, sold, offered for 

sale, or possessed in compliance with the Washingto n state medical 

use of cannabis act, chapter 69.51A RCW)) these cha pters. 

(2) Rules adopted on retail outlets holding medical  marijuana 

endorsements as well as producers and processors of  medical 

marijuana must be adopted in coordination and consu ltation with the 

department. 

Sec. 8.  RCW 69.50.345 and 2013 c 3 s 10 are each amended to 

read as follows: 

The state liquor ((control)) and cannabis board, su bject to the 

provisions of this chapter ((3, Laws of 2013)), mus t adopt rules 

((by December 1, 2013,)) that establish the procedu res and criteria 

necessary to implement the following: 

(1) Licensing of marijuana producers, marijuana pro cessors, and 

marijuana retailers, including prescribing forms an d establishing 

application, reinstatement, and renewal fees. 

(a) Application forms for marijuana producers must request the 

applicant to state whether the applicant intends to  produce 

marijuana for sale by marijuana retailers holding m edical marijuana 

endorsements and the amount of or percentage of can opy the applicant 

intends to commit to growing plants determined by t he department 

under section 10 of this act to be of a THC concent ration, CBD 

concentration, or THC to CBD ratio appropriate for marijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, or marijuana-infus ed products sold 

to qualifying patients. 

(b) The state liquor and cannabis board must recons ider and 

increase limits on the amount of square feet permit ted to be in 

production on the effective date of this section an d increase the 

percentage of production space for those marijuana producers who 

intend to grow plants for marijuana retailers holdi ng medical 

marijuana endorsements if the marijuana producer de signates the 

increased production space to plants determined by the department 

under section 10 of this act to be of a THC concent ration, CBD 
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concentration, or THC to CBD ratio appropriate for marijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, or marijuana-infus ed products to be 

sold to qualifying patients. If current marijuana p roducers do not 

use all the increased production space, the state l iquor and 

cannabis board may reopen the license period for ne w marijuana 

producer license applicants but only to those marij uana producers 

who agree to grow plants for marijuana retailers ho lding medical 

marijuana endorsements. Priority in licensing must be given to 

marijuana producer license applicants who have an a pplication 

pending on the effective date of this section but w ho are not yet 

licensed and then to new marijuana producer license  applicants. 

After January 1, 2017, any reconsideration of the l imits on the 

amount of square feet permitted to be in production  to meet the 

medical needs of qualifying patients must consider information 

contained in the registry established in section 21  of this act; 

(2) Determining, in consultation with the office of  financial 

management, the maximum number of retail outlets th at may be 

licensed in each county, taking into consideration:  

(a) Population distribution; 

(b) Security and safety issues; ((and)) 

(c) The provision of adequate access to licensed so urces of 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, and mari juana-infused 

products to discourage purchases from the illegal m arket; and 

(d) The number of producers, processors, and retail  outlets 

holding medical marijuana endorsements necessary to  meet the medical 

needs of qualifying patients. The state liquor and cannabis board 

must reconsider and increase the maximum number of retail outlets it 

established before the effective date of this secti on and allow for 

a new license application period and a greater numb er of producers, 

processors, and retail outlets to be permitted in o rder to 

accommodate the medical needs of qualifying patient s and designated 

providers. After January 1, 2017, any reconsiderati on of the maximum 

number of producers, processors, and retail outlets  needed to meet 
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the medical needs of qualifying patients must consi der information 

contained in the registry established in section 21  of this act; 

(3) Determining the maximum quantity of marijuana a  marijuana 

producer may have on the premises of a licensed loc ation at any time 

without violating Washington state law; 

(4) Determining the maximum quantities of marijuana , marijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products a 

marijuana processor may have on the premises of a l icensed location 

at any time without violating Washington state law;  

(5) Determining the maximum quantities of marijuana  

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products a 

marijuana retailer may have on the premises of a re tail outlet at 

any time without violating Washington state law; 

(6) In making the determinations required by ((subs ections (3) 

through (5) of)) this section, the state liquor ((c ontrol)) and 

cannabis board shall take into consideration: 

(a) Security and safety issues; 

(b) The provision of adequate access to licensed so urces of 

marijuana, marijuana concentrates, useable marijuan a, and marijuana-

infused products to discourage purchases from the i llegal market; 

and 

(c) Economies of scale, and their impact on license es' ability 

to both comply with regulatory requirements and und ercut illegal 

market prices; 

(7) Determining the nature, form, and capacity of a ll containers 

to be used by licensees to contain marijuana, marij uana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products, and 

their labeling requirements, to include but not be limited to: 

(a) The business or trade name and Washington state  unified 

business identifier number of the licensees that (( grew,)) 

processed((,)) and sold the marijuana, marijuana co ncentrates, 

useable marijuana, or marijuana-infused product; 

(b) Lot numbers of the marijuana, marijuana concent rates, 

useable marijuana, or marijuana-infused product; 
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(c) THC concentration and CBD concentration of the marijuana, 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, or marij uana-infused 

product; 

(d) Medically and scientifically accurate informati on about the 

health and safety risks posed by marijuana use; and  

(e) Language required by RCW 69.04.480; 

(8) In consultation with the department of agricult ure and the 

department, establishing classes of marijuana, mari juana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products 

according to grade, condition, cannabinoid profile,  THC 

concentration, CBD concentration, or other qualitat ive measurements 

deemed appropriate by the state liquor ((control)) and cannabis 

board; 

(9) Establishing reasonable time, place, and manner  restrictions 

and requirements regarding advertising of marijuana , marijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products that 

are not inconsistent with the provisions of this ch apter ((3, Laws 

of 2013)), taking into consideration: 

(a) Federal laws relating to marijuana that are app licable 

within Washington state; 

(b) Minimizing exposure of people under twenty-one years of age 

to the advertising; ((and)) 

(c) The inclusion of medically and scientifically a ccurate 

information about the health and safety risks posed  by marijuana use 

in the advertising; and 

(d) Ensuring that retail outlets with medical marij uana 

endorsements may advertise themselves as medical re tail outlets; 

(10) Specifying and regulating the time and periods  when, and 

the manner, methods, and means by which, licensees shall transport 

and deliver marijuana, marijuana concentrates, usea ble marijuana, 

and marijuana-infused products within the state; 

(11) In consultation with the department and the de partment of 

agriculture, establishing accreditation requirement s for testing 

laboratories used by licensees to demonstrate compl iance with 
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standards adopted by the state liquor ((control)) a nd cannabis 

board, and prescribing methods of producing, proces sing, and 

packaging marijuana, marijuana concentrates, useabl e marijuana, and 

marijuana-infused products; conditions of sanitatio n; and standards 

of ingredients, quality, and identity of marijuana,  marijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products 

produced, processed, packaged, or sold by licensees ; 

(12) Specifying procedures for identifying, seizing , 

confiscating, destroying, and donating to law enfor cement for 

training purposes all marijuana, marijuana concentr ates, useable 

marijuana, and marijuana-infused products produced,  processed, 

packaged, labeled, or offered for sale in this stat e that do not 

conform in all respects to the standards prescribed  by this chapter 

((3, Laws of 2013)) or the rules of the state liquo r ((control)) and 

cannabis board. 

Sec. 9.  RCW 69.50.354 and 2014 c 192 s 3 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

There may be licensed, in no greater number in each  of the 

counties of the state than as the state liquor ((co ntrol)) and 

cannabis board shall deem advisable, retail outlets  established for 

the purpose of making marijuana concentrates, useab le marijuana, and 

marijuana-infused products available for sale to ad ults aged twenty-

one and over. Retail sale of marijuana concentrates , useable 

marijuana, and marijuana-infused products in accord ance with the 

provisions of this chapter ((3, Laws of 2013)) and the rules adopted 

to implement and enforce it, by a validly licensed marijuana 

retailer or retail outlet employee, shall not be a criminal or civil 

offense under Washington state law. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10.  A new section is added to chapter 69.50 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) A medical marijuana endorsement to a marijuana retail 

license is hereby established to permit a marijuana  retailer to sell 
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marijuana for medical use to qualifying patients an d designated 

providers. This endorsement also permits such retai lers to provide 

marijuana at a reduced cost or no charge, at their discretion, to 

qualifying patients and designated providers. 

(2) An applicant may apply for a medical marijuana endorsement 

concurrently with an application for a marijuana re tail license. 

(3) To be issued an endorsement, a marijuana retail er must: 

(a) Not authorize the medical use of marijuana for qualifying 

patients at the retail outlet or permit health care  professionals to 

authorize the medical use of marijuana for qualifyi ng patients at 

the retail outlet; 

(b) Carry marijuana concentrates and marijuana-infu sed products 

identified by the department under subsection (4) o f this section; 

(c) Not use labels or market marijuana concentrates , useable 

marijuana, or marijuana-infused products in a way t hat make them 

intentionally attractive to minors; 

(d) Demonstrate the ability to enter qualifying pat ients and 

designated providers in the registry established in  section 21 of 

this act and issue recognition cards and agree to e nter qualifying 

patients and designated providers into the registry  and issue 

recognition cards in compliance with department sta ndards; 

(e) Keep copies of the qualifying patient's or desi gnated 

provider's recognition card, or keep equivalent rec ords as required 

by rule of the state liquor and cannabis board or t he department of 

revenue to document the validity of tax exempt sale s; and 

(f) Meet other requirements as adopted by rule of t he department 

or the state liquor and cannabis board. 

(4) The department, in conjunction with the state l iquor and 

cannabis board, must adopt rules on requirements fo r marijuana 

concentrates, useable marijuana, and marijuana-infu sed products that 

may be sold, or provided at a reduced cost or no ch arge, to 

qualifying patients or designated providers at a re tail outlet 

holding a medical marijuana endorsement. These rule s must include: 
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(a) Labeling requirements including that the labels  attached to 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, or marij uana-infused 

products contain THC concentration, CBD concentrati on, and THC to 

CBD ratios; 

(b) Other product requirements, including any addit ional mold, 

fungus, or pesticide testing requirements, or limit ations to the 

types of solvents that may be used in marijuana pro cessing that the 

department deems necessary to address the medical n eeds of 

qualifying patients; 

(c) Safe handling requirements for marijuana concen trates, 

useable marijuana, or marijuana-infused products; a nd 

(d) Training requirements for employees. 

(5) A marijuana retailer holding an endorsement to sell 

marijuana to qualifying patients or designated prov iders must train 

its employees on: 

(a) Procedures regarding the recognition of valid a uthorizations 

and the use of equipment to enter qualifying patien ts and designated 

providers into the registry; 

(b) Recognition of valid recognition cards; and 

(c) Recognition of strains, varieties, THC concentr ation, CBD 

concentration, and THC to CBD ratios of marijuana c oncentrates, 

useable marijuana, and marijuana-infused products, available for 

sale when assisting qualifying patients and designa ted providers at 

the retail outlet. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 11.  A new section is added to chapter 69.50 

RCW to read as follows: 

A marijuana retailer or a marijuana retailer holdin g a medical 

marijuana endorsement may sell products with a THC concentration of 

0.3 percent or less. Marijuana retailers holding a medical marijuana 

endorsement may also provide these products at a re duced cost no 

charge to qualifying patients or designated provide rs. 
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Sec. 12.  RCW 69.50.357 and 2014 c 192 s 4 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) Retail outlets shall sell no products or servic es other than 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, marijuan a-infused 

products, or paraphernalia intended for the storage  or use of 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, or marij uana-infused 

products. 

(2) Licensed marijuana retailers shall not employ p ersons under 

twenty-one years of age or allow persons under twen ty-one years of 

age to enter or remain on the premises of a retail outlet. However, 

qualifying patients between eighteen and twenty-one  years of age 

with a recognition card may enter and remain on the  premises of a 

retail outlet holding a medical marijuana endorseme nt and may 

purchase products for their personal medical use. Q ualifying 

patients who are under the age of eighteen with a r ecognition card 

and who accompany their designated providers may en ter and remain on 

the premises of a retail outlet holding a medical m arijuana 

endorsement, but may not purchase products for thei r personal 

medical use. 

(3)(a) Licensed marijuana retailers must ensure tha t all 

employees are trained on the rules adopted to imple ment this 

chapter, identification of persons under the age of  twenty-one, and 

other requirements adopted by the state liquor and cannabis board to 

ensure that persons under the age of twenty-one who  are not 

qualifying patients are not permitted to enter or r emain on the 

premises of a retail outlet. 

(b) Licensed marijuana retailers with a medical mar ijuana 

endorsement must ensure that all employees are trai ned on the 

subjects required by (a) of this subsection as well  as 

identification of authorizations and recognition ca rds. Employees 

must also be trained to permit qualifying patients who hold 

recognition cards and are between the ages of eight een and twenty-

one to enter the premises and purchase marijuana fo r their personal 

medical use and to permit qualifying patients who a re under the age 
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of eighteen with a recognition card to enter the pr emises if 

accompanied by their designated providers. 

(4) Licensed marijuana retailers shall not display any signage 

in a window, on a door, or on the outside of the pr emises of a 

retail outlet that is visible to the general public  from a public 

right-of-way, other than a single sign no larger th an one thousand 

six hundred square inches identifying the retail ou tlet by the 

licensee's business or trade name. Retail outlets t hat hold medical 

marijuana endorsements may include this information  on signage. 

(((4))) (5) Licensed marijuana retailers shall not display 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, or marij uana-infused 

products in a manner that is visible to the general  public from a 

public right-of-way. 

(((5))) (6) No licensed marijuana retailer or emplo yee of a 

retail outlet shall open or consume, or allow to be  opened or 

consumed, any marijuana concentrates, useable marij uana, or 

marijuana-infused product on the outlet premises. 

(((6))) (7) The state liquor ((control)) and cannab is board 

shall fine a licensee one thousand dollars for each  violation of any 

subsection of this section. Fines collected under t his section must 

be deposited into the dedicated marijuana fund crea ted under RCW 

69.50.530. 

Sec. 13.  RCW 69.50.360 and 2014 c 192 s 5 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

The following acts, when performed by a validly lic ensed 

marijuana retailer or employee of a validly license d retail outlet 

in compliance with rules adopted by the state liquo r ((control)) and 

cannabis board to implement and enforce chapter 3, Laws of 2013, 

shall not constitute criminal or civil offenses und er Washington 

state law: 

(1) Purchase and receipt of marijuana concentrates,  useable 

marijuana, or marijuana-infused products that have been properly 
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packaged and labeled from a marijuana processor val idly licensed 

under this chapter ((3, Laws of 2013)); 

(2) Possession of quantities of marijuana concentra tes, useable 

marijuana, or marijuana-infused products that do no t exceed the 

maximum amounts established by the state liquor ((c ontrol)) and 

cannabis board under RCW 69.50.345(5); and 

(3) Delivery, distribution, and sale, on the premis es of the 

retail outlet, of any combination of the following amounts of 

marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, or marij uana-infused 

product to any person twenty-one years of age or ol der: 

(a) One ounce of useable marijuana; 

(b) Sixteen ounces of marijuana-infused product in solid form; 

(c) Seventy-two ounces of marijuana-infused product  in liquid 

form; or 

(d) Seven grams of marijuana concentrate. 

Sec. 14.  RCW 69.50.4013 and 2013 c 3 s 20 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

(1) It is unlawful for any person to possess a cont rolled 

substance unless the substance was obtained directl y from, or 

pursuant to, a valid prescription or order of a pra ctitioner while 

acting in the course of his or her professional pra ctice, or except 

as otherwise authorized by this chapter. 

(2) Except as provided in RCW 69.50.4014, any perso n who 

violates this section is guilty of a class C felony  punishable under 

chapter 9A.20 RCW. 

(3) The possession, by a person twenty-one years of  age or 

older, of useable marijuana or marijuana-infused pr oducts in amounts 

that do not exceed those set forth in RCW 69.50.360 (3) is not a 

violation of this section, this chapter, or any oth er provision of 

Washington state law. 

(4) The possession by a qualifying patient or desig nated 

provider of marijuana concentrates, useable marijua na, marijuana-

infused products, or plants in accordance with chap ter 69.51A RCW is 
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not a violation of this section, this chapter, or a ny other 

provision of Washington state law. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 15.  A new section is added to chapter 69.50 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) Nothing in this chapter permits anyone other th an a validly 

licensed marijuana processor to use butane or other  explosive gases 

to extract or separate resin from marijuana. The ex traction or 

separation of resin from marijuana, by any person o ther than a 

validly licensed marijuana processor each constitut e manufacture of 

marijuana in violation of RCW 69.50.401. Cooking oi l, butter, and 

other nonexplosive substances may be used to make m arijuana extracts 

for noncommercial personal use. 

(2) Except for the use of butane, the state liquor and cannabis 

board may not enforce this section until it has ado pted the rules 

required by section 27 of this act. 

Sec. 16.  RCW 69.51A.005 and 2011 c 181 s 102 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

(1) The legislature finds that: 

(a) There is medical evidence that some patients wi th terminal 

or debilitating medical conditions may, under their  health care 

professional's care, benefit from the medical use o f ((cannabis)) 

marijuana. Some of the conditions for which ((canna bis)) marijuana 

appears to be beneficial include, but are not limit ed to: 

(i) Nausea, vomiting, and cachexia associated with cancer, HIV-

positive status, AIDS, hepatitis C, anorexia, and t heir treatments; 

(ii) Severe muscle spasms associated with multiple sclerosis, 

epilepsy, and other seizure and spasticity disorder s; 

(iii) Acute or chronic glaucoma; 

(iv) Crohn's disease; and 

(v) Some forms of intractable pain. 

(b) Humanitarian compassion necessitates that the d ecision to 

use ((cannabis)) marijuana by patients with termina l or debilitating 
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medical conditions is a personal, individual decisi on, based upon 

their health care professional's professional medic al judgment and 

discretion. 

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends that, so lon g as such 

activities are in strict compliance with this chapt er: 

(a) Qualifying patients with terminal or debilitati ng medical 

conditions who, in the judgment of their health car e professionals, 

may benefit from the medical use of ((cannabis)) ma rijuana, shall 

not be arrested, prosecuted, or subject to other cr iminal sanctions 

or civil consequences under state law based solely on their medical 

use of ((cannabis)) marijuana, notwithstanding any other provision 

of law; 

(b) Persons who act as designated providers to such  patients 

shall also not be arrested, prosecuted, or subject to other criminal 

sanctions or civil consequences under state law, no twithstanding any 

other provision of law, based solely on their assis ting with the 

medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana; and 

(c) Health care professionals shall also not be arr ested, 

prosecuted, or subject to other criminal sanctions or civil 

consequences under state law for the proper authori zation of medical 

use of ((cannabis)) marijuana by qualifying patient s for whom, in 

the health care professional's professional judgmen t, the medical 

use of ((cannabis)) marijuana may prove beneficial.  

(3) Nothing in this chapter establishes the medical  necessity or 

medical appropriateness of ((cannabis)) marijuana f or treating 

terminal or debilitating medical conditions as defi ned in RCW 

69.51A.010. 

(4) Nothing in this chapter diminishes the authorit y of 

correctional agencies and departments, including lo cal governments 

or jails, to establish a procedure for determining when the use of 

((cannabis)) marijuana would impact community safet y or the 

effective supervision of those on active supervisio n for a criminal 

conviction, nor does it create the right to any acc ommodation of any 
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medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana in any correc tional facility 

or jail. 

Sec. 17.  RCW 69.51A.010 and 2010 c 284 s 2 are each amende d to 

read as follows: 

The definitions in this section apply throughout th is chapter 

unless the context clearly requires otherwise. 

(1) "Designated provider" means a person who((: 

(a))) is ((eighteen)) twenty-one years of age or ol der((; 

(b))) and: 

(a)(i) Is the parent or guardian of a qualifying pa tient who is 

under the age of eighteen and beginning July 1, 201 6, holds a 

recognition card; or 

(ii) Has been designated in writing by a qualifying  patient to 

serve as ((a)) the designated provider ((under this  chapter)) for 

that patient; 

(b)(i) Has an authorization from the qualifying pat ient's health 

care professional; or 

(ii) Beginning July 1, 2016: 

(A) Has been entered into the registry as being the  designated 

provider to a qualifying patient; and 

(B) Has been provided a recognition card; 

(c) Is prohibited from consuming marijuana obtained  for the 

personal, medical use of the qualifying patient for  whom the 

individual is acting as designated provider; ((and) ) 

(d) Provides marijuana to only the qualifying patie nt that has 

designated him or her; 

(e) Is in compliance with the terms and conditions of this 

chapter; and 

(f) Is the designated provider to only one patient at any one 

time. 

(2) "Health care professional," for purposes of thi s chapter 

only, means a physician licensed under chapter 18.7 1 RCW, a 

physician assistant licensed under chapter 18.71A R CW, an 
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osteopathic physician licensed under chapter 18.57 RCW, an 

osteopathic physicians' assistant licensed under ch apter 18.57A RCW, 

a naturopath licensed under chapter 18.36A RCW, or an advanced 

registered nurse practitioner licensed under chapte r 18.79 RCW. 

(3) "Medical use of marijuana" means the manufactur e, 

production, possession, transportation, delivery, i ngestion, 

application, or administration of marijuana((, as d efined in RCW 

69.50.101(q),)) for the exclusive benefit of a qual ifying patient in 

the treatment of his or her terminal or debilitatin g ((illness)) 

medical condition. 

(4) "Qualifying patient" means a person who: 

(a)(i) Is a patient of a health care professional; 

(((b))) (ii) Has been diagnosed by that health care  professional 

as having a terminal or debilitating medical condit ion; 

(((c))) (iii) Is a resident of the state of Washing ton at the 

time of such diagnosis; 

(((d))) (iv) Has been advised by that health care p rofessional 

about the risks and benefits of the medical use of marijuana; ((and 

(e))) (v) Has been advised by that health care prof essional that 

they may benefit from the medical use of marijuana;  

(vi)(A) Has an authorization from his or her health  care 

professional; or 

(B) Beginning July 1, 2016, has been entered into t he registry 

and has been provided a recognition card; and 

(vii) Is otherwise in compliance with the terms and  conditions 

established in this chapter. 

(b) "Qualifying patient" does not include a person who is 

actively being supervised for a criminal conviction  by a corrections 

agency or department that has determined that the t erms of this 

chapter are inconsistent with and contrary to his o r her supervision 

and all related processes and procedures related to  that 

supervision. 

(5) "Tamper-resistant paper" means paper that meets  one or more 

of the following industry-recognized features: 
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(a) One or more features designed to prevent copyin g of the 

paper; 

(b) One or more features designed to prevent the er asure or 

modification of information on the paper; or 

(c) One or more features designed to prevent the us e of 

counterfeit ((valid documentation)) authorization. 

(6) "Terminal or debilitating medical condition" me ans: 

(a) Cancer, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), mul tiple 

sclerosis, epilepsy or other seizure disorder, or s pasticity 

disorders; ((or)) 

(b) Intractable pain, limited for the purpose of th is chapter to 

mean pain unrelieved by standard medical treatments  and medications; 

((or)) 

(c) Glaucoma, either acute or chronic, limited for the purpose 

of this chapter to mean increased intraocular press ure unrelieved by 

standard treatments and medications; ((or)) 

(d) Crohn's disease with debilitating symptoms unre lieved by 

standard treatments or medications; ((or)) 

(e) Hepatitis C with debilitating nausea or intract able pain 

unrelieved by standard treatments or medications; ( (or)) 

(f) Diseases, including anorexia, which result in n ausea, 

vomiting, wasting, appetite loss, cramping, seizure s, muscle spasms, 

or spasticity, when these symptoms are unrelieved b y standard 

treatments or medications; or 

(g) ((Any other medical condition duly approved by the 

Washington state medical quality assurance commissi on in 

consultation with the board of osteopathic medicine  and surgery as 

directed in this chapter)) Posttraumatic stress dis order. 

(7) (("Valid documentation")) (a) Until July 1, 201 6, 

"authorization" means: 

(((a))) (i) A statement signed and dated by a quali fying 

patient's health care professional written on tampe r-resistant 

paper, which states that, in the health care profes sional's 
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professional opinion, the patient may benefit from the medical use 

of marijuana; and 

(((b))) (ii) Proof of identity such as a Washington  state 

driver's license or identicard, as defined in RCW 4 6.20.035. 

(b) Beginning July 1, 2016, "authorization" means a  form 

developed by the department that is completed and s igned by a 

qualifying patient's health care professional and p rinted on tamper-

resistant paper. 

(c) An authorization is not a prescription as defin ed in RCW 

69.50.101. 

(8) "Recognition card" means a card issued to quali fying 

patients and designated providers by a marijuana re tailer with a 

medical marijuana endorsement or an outlet authoriz ed by the 

department that has entered them into the registry.  

(9) "CBD concentration" means the percent of cannab idiol content 

per dry weight of any part of the plant Cannabis, or per volume or 

weight of marijuana product. 

(10) "Department" means the department of health. 

(11) "Marijuana" has the meaning provided in RCW 69 .50.101. 

(12) "Marijuana concentrates" has the meaning provi ded in RCW 

69.50.101. 

(13) "Marijuana processor" has the meaning provided  in RCW 

69.50.101. 

(14) "Marijuana producer" has the meaning provided in RCW 

69.50.101. 

(15) "Marijuana retailer" has the meaning provided in RCW 

69.50.101. 

(16) "Marijuana retailer with a medical marijuana e ndorsement" 

means a marijuana retailer that has been issued a m edical marijuana 

endorsement by the state liquor and cannabis board pursuant to 

section 10 of this act. 

(17) "Marijuana-infused products" has the meaning p rovided in 

RCW 69.50.101. 
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(18) "Registry" means the secure and confidential d atabase 

established in section 21 of this act. 

(19) "Plant" means a marijuana plant having at leas t three 

distinguishable and distinct leaves, each leaf bein g at least three 

centimeters in diameter, and a readily observable r oot formation 

consisting of at least two separate and distinct ro ots, each being 

at least two centimeters in length. Multiple stalks  emanating from 

the same root ball or root system is considered par t of the same 

single plant. 

(20) "Retail outlet" has the meaning provided in RC W 69.50.101. 

(21) "Secretary" means the secretary of the departm ent of 

health. 

(22) "THC concentration" has the meaning provided i n RCW 

69.50.101. 

(23) "Useable marijuana" has the meaning provided i n RCW 

69.50.101. 

(24) "Public place" has the meaning provided in RCW  70.160.020. 

(25) "Housing unit" means a house, an apartment, a mobile home, 

a group of rooms, or a single room that is occupied  as separate 

living quarters, in which the occupants live and ea t separately from 

any other persons in the building, and which have d irect access from 

the outside of the building or through a common hal l. 

Sec. 18.  RCW 69.51A.030 and 2011 c 181 s 301 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

(1) The following acts do not constitute crimes und er state law 

or unprofessional conduct under chapter 18.130 RCW,  and a health 

care professional may not be arrested, searched, pr osecuted, 

disciplined, or subject to other criminal sanctions  or civil 

consequences or liability under state law, or have real or personal 

property searched, seized, or forfeited pursuant to  state law, 

notwithstanding any other provision of law as long as the health 

care professional complies with subsection (2) of t his section: 
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(a) Advising a patient about the risks and benefits  of medical 

use of ((cannabis)) marijuana or that the patient m ay benefit from 

the medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana; or 

(b) Providing a patient or designated provider meet ing the 

criteria established under RCW 69.51A.010(((26))) w ith ((valid 

documentation)) an authorization, based upon the he alth care 

professional's assessment of the patient's medical history and 

current medical condition, ((where such use is)) if  the health care 

professional has complied with this chapter and he or she determines 

within a professional standard of care or in the in dividual health 

care professional's medical judgment the qualifying  patient may 

benefit from the medical use of marijuana. 

(2)(a) A health care professional may ((only)) prov ide a 

qualifying patient or that patient's designated pro vider with 

((valid documentation authorizing)) an authorizatio n for the medical 

use of ((cannabis or register the patient with the registry 

established in section 901 of this act if he or she  has a newly 

initiated or existing documented relationship with the patient, as a 

primary care provider or a specialist, relating to the diagnosis and 

ongoing treatment or monitoring of the patient's te rminal or 

debilitating medical condition, and only after: 

(i) Completing a)) marijuana in accordance with thi s section. 

(b) In order to authorize for the medical use of ma rijuana under 

(a) of this subsection, the health care professiona l must: 

(i) Have a documented relationship with the patient , as a 

principal care provider or a specialist, relating t o the diagnosis 

and ongoing treatment or monitoring of the patient' s terminal or 

debilitating medical condition, as appropriate base d on the 

patient's condition and age; 

(ii) Complete an in-person physical examination of the patient 

as appropriate, based on the patient's condition an d age; 

(((ii) Documenting)) (iii) Document the terminal or  debilitating 

medical condition of the patient in the patient's m edical record and 
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that the patient may benefit from treatment of this  condition or its 

symptoms with medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana ; 

(((iii) Informing)) (iv) Inform the patient of othe r options for 

treating the terminal or debilitating medical condi tion; ((and 

(iv) Documenting)) (v) Document other measures atte mpted to 

treat the terminal or debilitating medical conditio n that do not 

involve the medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana; and 

(vi) Complete an authorization on forms developed b y the 

department, in accordance with subsection (3) of th is section. 

(((b))) (c) A health care professional shall not: 

(i) Accept, solicit, or offer any form of pecuniary  remuneration 

from or to a ((licensed dispenser, licensed produce r, or licensed 

processor of cannabis products)) marijuana retailer , marijuana 

processor, or marijuana producer; 

(ii) Offer a discount or any other thing of value t o a 

qualifying patient who is a customer of, or agrees to be a customer 

of, a particular ((licensed dispenser, licensed pro ducer, or 

licensed processor of cannabis products)) marijuana  retailer; 

(iii) Examine or offer to examine a patient for pur poses of 

diagnosing a terminal or debilitating medical condi tion at a 

location where ((cannabis)) marijuana is produced, processed, or 

((dispensed)) sold; 

(iv) Have a business or practice which consists ((s olely)) 

primarily of authorizing the medical use of ((canna bis)) marijuana; 

(v) ((Include any statement or reference, visual or  otherwise, 

on the medical use of cannabis in any advertisement  for his or her 

business or practice)) Except as provided in sectio n 34 of this act, 

sell, or provide at a reduced cost or no charge, ma rijuana 

concentrates, marijuana-infused products, or useabl e marijuana to a 

qualifying patient or designated provider; or 

(vi) Hold an economic interest in an enterprise tha t produces, 

processes, or ((dispenses cannabis)) sells marijuan a if the health 

care professional authorizes the medical use of ((c annabis)) 

marijuana. 
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(3) ((A violation of any provision of subsection (2 ) of this 

section constitutes unprofessional conduct under ch apter 18.130 

RCW.)) The department shall develop the form for th e health care 

professional to use as an authorization for qualify ing patients and 

designated providers. The form shall include the qu alifying 

patient's or designated provider's name and date of  birth; the 

health care professional's name, address, and licen se number; a 

telephone number where the authorization can be ver ified during 

normal business hours; the dates of issuance and ex piration; and a 

statement that an authorization does not provide pr otection from 

arrest unless the qualifying patient or designated provider is also 

entered in the registry and holds a recognition car d. 

(4) Until July 1, 2016, a health care professional who, within a 

three month calendar period, as designated by the d epartment, 

authorizes the medical use of marijuana to more tha n ninety patients 

must report the number of authorizations issued. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 19.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

As part of authorizing a qualifying patient or desi gnated 

provider, the health care professional may include recommendations 

on the amount of marijuana that is likely needed by  the qualifying 

patient for his or her medical needs and in accorda nce with this 

section. The qualifying patient or designated provi der may grow, in 

his or her domicile, up to fifteen plants for the p ersonal medical 

use of the qualifying patient and possess up to twe nty-four ounces 

of useable marijuana produced from his or her plant s. In addition, 

if the qualifying patient or designated provider ha s been entered in 

the registry and holds a recognition card, he or sh e may purchase at 

a retail outlet holding a medical marijuana endorse ment a 

combination of the following: Forty-eight ounces of  marijuana-

infused product in solid form; three ounces of usea ble marijuana; 

two hundred sixteen ounces of marijuana-infused pro duct in liquid 

form; or twenty-one grams of marijuana concentrates .  
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 20.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) Health care professionals may authorize the med ical use of 

marijuana for qualifying patients who are under the  age of eighteen 

if: 

(a) The minor's parent or guardian participates in the minor's 

treatment and agrees to the medical use of marijuan a by the minor; 

and 

(b) The parent or guardian acts as the designated p rovider for 

the minor and has sole control over the minor's mar ijuana. 

(2) The minor may not grow plants or purchase marij uana-infused 

products, useable marijuana, or marijuana concentra tes from a 

marijuana retailer with a medical marijuana endorse ment. 

(3) Both the minor and the minor's parent or guardi an who is 

acting as the designated provider must be entered i n the registry 

and hold a recognition card. 

(4) A health care professional who authorizes the m edical use of 

marijuana by a minor must do so as part of the cour se of treatment 

of the minor's terminal or debilitating medical con dition. If 

authorizing a minor for the medical use of marijuan a, the health 

care professional must: 

(a) Consult with other health care providers involv ed in the 

minor's treatment, as medically indicated, before a uthorization or 

reauthorization of the medical use of marijuana; an d 

(b) Reexamine the minor as frequently as medically indicated. 

The reexamination must: 

(i) Determine that the minor continues to have a te rminal or 

debilitating medical condition and that the conditi on benefits from 

the medical use of marijuana; and 

(ii) Include a follow-up discussion with the minor' s parent or 

guardian to ensure the parent or guardian continues  to participate 

in the treatment of the minor. 



 

5052-S2 AMH APPL BLAC 080 Official Print - 42 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 21.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

 (1) By July 1, 2016, the department of health shal l, in 

consultation with the state liquor and cannabis boa rd, adopt rules for 

the creation, implementation, maintenance, and time ly upgrading of a 

secure and confidential registration system that al lows: 

 (a) A peace officer to verify at any time whether a health care 

professional, a marijuana retailer with a medical m arijuana 

endorsement, or another entity authorized by the de partment to enter 

qualifying patients and designated providers into t he registry has 

registered a person who has been contacted by that peace officer and 

has provided that peace officer information necessa ry to verify his or 

her registration as either a qualifying patient or a designated 

provider; and 

 (b) A peace officer to verify at any time during o rdinary business 

hours of the department of health whether a health care professional a 

marijuana retailer with a medical marijuana endorse ment, or another 

entity authorized by the department to enter qualif ying patients and 

designated providers into the registry has register ed a person as 

either a qualifying patient or a designated provide r. 

(2) After a qualifying patient or designated provid er is placed 

in the registry, he or she must be provided with a recognition card 

that contains the following information: 

(a) A randomly generated and unique identifying num ber; 

(b) For designated providers, the unique identifyin g number of 

the qualifying patient whom the provider is assisti ng; 

(c) The effective date and expiration date of the r ecognition 

card; 

(d) The name of the health care professional who au thorized the 

qualifying patient or designated provider; and 

(e) For the recognition card, additional security f eatures as 

necessary to ensure its validity. 

  (3) Registration in the system shall be optional for qualifying 

patients and designated providers and registrations  are valid for one 
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year, except that qualifying patients must be able to remove 

themselves from the registry at any time.  The depa rtment of health 

must adopt rules providing for registration renewal s and for removing 

expired registrations and expired or revoked licens es from the 

registry. 

 (4) Fees, including renewal fees, for qualifying p atients and 

designated providers participating in the registrat ion system shall be 

limited to the cost to the state of implementing, m aintaining, and 

enforcing the provisions of this section and the ru les adopted to 

carry out its purposes. 

 (5) During the rule-making process, the department  of health shall 

consult with stakeholders and persons with relevant  expertise, to 

include, but not be limited to, qualifying patients , designated 

providers, health care professionals, state and loc al law enforcement 

agencies, and the University of Washington computer  science and 

engineering security and privacy research lab. 

 (6) The registration system shall meet the followi ng requirements: 

 (a) Any personally identifiable information includ ed in the 

registration system must be "nonreversible," pursua nt to definitions 

and standards set forth by the national institute o f standards and 

technology; 

 (b) Any personally identifiable information includ ed in the 

registration system must not be susceptible to link age by use of data 

external to the registration system; 

 (c) The registration system must incorporate curre nt best 

differential privacy practices, allowing for maximu m accuracy of 

registration system queries while minimizing the ch ances of 

identifying the personally identifiable information  included therein; 

and 

 (d) The registration system must be upgradable and  updated in a 

timely fashion to keep current with state of the ar t privacy and 

security standards and practices. 

 (7) The registration system shall maintain a log o f each 

verification query submitted by a peace officer, in cluding the peace 
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officer's name, agency, and identification number, for a period of no 

less than three years from the date of the query.  Personally 

identifiable information of qualifying patients and  designated 

providers included in the log shall be confidential  and exempt from 

public disclosure, inspection, or copying under cha pter 42.56 RCW:  

PROVIDED, That: 

 (a) Names and other personally identifiable inform ation from the 

list may be released only to: 

 (i) Authorized employees of the department of heal th as necessary 

to perform official duties of either department; or  

 (ii) Authorized employees of state or local law en forcement 

agencies, only as necessary to verify that the pers on or location is a 

qualified patient, designated provider, licensed pr oducer, licensed 

processor of cannabis products, or licensed dispens er, and only after 

the inquiring employee has provided adequate identi fication.  

Authorized employees who obtain personally identifi able information 

under this subsection may not release or use the in formation for any 

purpose other than verification that a person or lo cation is a 

qualified patient, designated provider, licensed pr oducer, licensed 

processor of cannabis products, or licensed dispens er; 

 (b) Information contained in the registration syst em may be 

released in aggregate form, with all personally ide ntifying 

information redacted, for the purpose of statistica l analysis and 

oversight of agency performance and actions; 

 (c) The subject of a registration query may appear  during ordinary 

department of health business hours and inspect or copy log records 

relating to him or her upon adequate proof of ident ity; and 

 (d) The subject of a registration query may submit  a written 

request to the department of health, along with ade quate proof of 

identity, for copies of log records relating to him  or her. 

 (8) This section does not prohibit a department of  health employee 

from contacting state or local law enforcement for assistance during 

an emergency or while performing his or her duties under this chapter. 
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(9) Fees collected under this section must be depos ited into the 

health professions account under RCW 43.70.320. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 22.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly or int entionally: 

(a) Access the registry for any reason not authoriz ed under 

section 21 of this act; 

(b) Disclose any information received from the data base in 

violation of section 21 of this act including, but not limited to, 

qualifying patient or designated provider names, ad dresses, or 

amount of marijuana for which they are authorized; 

(c) Produce a recognition card or to tamper with a recognition 

card for the purpose of having it accepted by a mar ijuana retailer 

holding a medical marijuana endorsement in order to  purchase 

marijuana as a qualifying patient or designated pro vider or to grow 

marijuana plants in accordance with this chapter; o r 

(d) If a person is a designated provider to a quali fying 

patient, sell, donate, or supply marijuana produced  or obtained for 

the qualifying patient to another person, or use th e marijuana 

produced or obtained for the qualifying patient for  the designated 

provider's own personal use or benefit. 

(2) A person who violates this section is guilty of  a class C 

felony. 

Sec. 23.  RCW 69.51A.040 and 2011 c 181 s 401 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

The medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana in accord ance with the 

terms and conditions of this chapter does not const itute a crime and 

a qualifying patient or designated provider in comp liance with the 

terms and conditions of this chapter may not be arr ested, 

prosecuted, or subject to other criminal sanctions or civil 

consequences((,)) for possession, manufacture, or d elivery of, or 

for possession with intent to manufacture or delive r, ((cannabis)) 



 

5052-S2 AMH APPL BLAC 080 Official Print - 46 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

marijuana under state law, or have real or personal  property seized 

or forfeited for possession, manufacture, or delive ry of, or for 

possession with intent to manufacture or deliver, ( (cannabis)) 

marijuana under state law, and investigating ((peac e)) law 

enforcement officers and ((law enforcement)) agenci es may not be 

held civilly liable for failure to seize ((cannabis )) marijuana in 

this circumstance, if: 

(1)(a) The qualifying patient or designated provide r possesses 

no more than fifteen ((cannabis)) marijuana plants and: 

(i) No more than twenty-four ounces of useable ((ca nnabis)) 

marijuana; 

(ii) No more ((cannabis)) marijuana product than wh at could 

reasonably be produced with no more than twenty-fou r ounces of 

useable ((cannabis)) marijuana; or 

(iii) A combination of useable ((cannabis)) marijua na and 

((cannabis)) marijuana product that does not exceed  a combined total 

representing possession and processing of no more t han twenty-four 

ounces of useable ((cannabis)) marijuana; or 

(iv) The amount of marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, 

plants, or marijuana-infused products authorized un der section 19 of 

this act. 

(((b))) If a person is both a qualifying patient an d a 

designated provider for another qualifying patient,  the person may 

possess no more than twice the amounts described in  (a) of this 

subsection or section 19 of this act for the qualif ying patient and 

designated provider, whether the plants, ((useable cannabis, and 

cannabis product)) marijuana concentrates, useable marijuana, or 

marijuana-infused products are possessed individual ly or in 

combination between the qualifying patient and his or her designated 

provider; 

(((2))) (b) The qualifying patient or designated pr ovider 

presents his or her ((proof of registration with th e department of 

health,)) valid authorization or recognition card t o any ((peace)) 
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law enforcement officer who questions the patient o r provider 

regarding his or her medical use of ((cannabis)) ma rijuana; 

(((3))) (c) The qualifying patient or designated pr ovider keeps 

a copy of his or her ((proof of registration with t he registry 

established in section 901 of this act)) valid auth orization or 

recognition card and the qualifying patient or desi gnated provider's 

contact information posted prominently next to any ((cannabis)) 

marijuana plants, ((cannabis)) marijuana concentrat es, marijuana-

infused products, or useable ((cannabis)) marijuana  located at his 

or her residence; 

(((4))) (d) The investigating ((peace)) law enforce ment officer 

does not possess evidence that: 

(((a))) (i) The designated provider has converted ( (cannabis)) 

marijuana produced or obtained for the qualifying p atient for his or 

her own personal use or benefit; or 

(((b))) (ii) The qualifying patient has converted c annabis 

produced or obtained for his or her own medical use  to the 

qualifying patient's personal, nonmedical use or be nefit; and 

(((5))) (e) The ((investigating peace officer does not possess 

evidence that the)) designated provider has not ser ved ((as a 

designated provider to)) more than one qualifying p atient within a 

fifteen-day period; ((and 

(6))) or 

(2) The ((investigating peace officer has not obser ved evidence 

of any of the circumstances identified in section 9 01(4))) 

qualifying patient or designated provider participa tes in a 

cooperative as provided in section 25 of this act. 

Sec. 24.  RCW 69.51A.043 and 2011 c 181 s 402 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

(1) A qualifying patient or designated provider who  has a valid 

authorization from his or her health care professio nal, but is not 

((registered with the registry established in secti on 901 of this 

act)) entered in the registry and does not have a r ecognition card 
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may raise the affirmative defense set forth in subs ection (2) of 

this section, if: 

(a) The qualifying patient or designated provider p resents his 

or her ((valid documentation to any peace)) authori zation to any law 

enforcement officer who questions the patient or pr ovider regarding 

his or her medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana; 

(b) The qualifying patient or designated provider p ossesses no 

more ((cannabis)) marijuana than the limits set for th in RCW 

69.51A.040(1) or section 19 of this act; 

(c) The qualifying patient or designated provider i s in 

compliance with all other terms and conditions of t his chapter; 

(d) The investigating ((peace)) law enforcement off icer does not 

have probable cause to believe that the qualifying patient or 

designated provider has committed a felony, or is c ommitting a 

misdemeanor in the officer's presence, that does no t relate to the 

medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana; and 

(e) No outstanding warrant for arrest exists for th e qualifying 

patient or designated provider((; and 

(f) The investigating peace officer has not observe d evidence of 

any of the circumstances identified in section 901( 4) of this act)). 

(2) A qualifying patient or designated provider who  is not 

((registered with the registry established in secti on 901 of this 

act)) entered in the registry and does not have a r ecognition card, 

but who presents his or her ((valid documentation))  authorization to 

any ((peace)) law enforcement officer who questions  the patient or 

provider regarding his or her medical use of ((cann abis)) marijuana, 

may assert an affirmative defense to charges of vio lations of state 

law relating to ((cannabis)) marijuana through proo f at trial, by a 

preponderance of the evidence, that he or she other wise meets the 

requirements of RCW 69.51A.040. A qualifying patien t or designated 

provider meeting the conditions of this subsection but possessing 

more ((cannabis)) marijuana than the limits set for th in RCW 

69.51A.040(1) or section 19 of this act may, in the  investigating 

((peace)) law enforcement officer's discretion, be taken into 
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custody and booked into jail in connection with the  investigation of 

the incident. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 25.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

 (1) Nothing in this chapter or in the rules adopte d to implement 

it precludes a qualifying patient or designated pro vider from 

engaging in private, unlicensed, noncommercial coop eratives for the 

purposes of producing, processing, transporting, de livering, or 

administering of marijuana for medical use, subject  to the following 

conditions:  

 (a) No more than eight qualifying patients may par ticipate in a 

single cooperative; 

 (b) A cooperative may contain no more than fifteen  plants per 

patient up to a total of sixty plants; 

 (c) A cooperative may contain no more than twenty- four ounces of 

useable marijuana per patient up to a total of seve nty-two ounces of 

useable marijuana;  

 (d) A copy of each qualifying patient's authorizat ion, including 

a copy of the patient's proof of identity, must be available at all 

times on the premises of the cooperative; 

 (e) Members of the cooperative who are qualifying patients and are 

between eighteen and twenty-one years old must hold  a valid 

recognition card. A copy of the recognition card fo r each qualifying 

patient who is between eighteen and twenty-one year s old must be 

available at all times on the premises of the coope rative. The 

designated provider of a qualifying patient who is less than 

eighteen years old may participate on behalf of the  qualifying 

patient; 

 (f) Documentation of all participants in the coope rative, as 

required under subsections (1)(d) and (e) of this s ection, must be 

maintained at the location of the cooperative for a t least two years. 
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 (g) No useable cannabis from the cooperative may b e delivered to 

anyone other than one of the qualifying patients pa rticipating in 

the cooperative;  

 (h) The cooperative must not conduct sales of any kind; 

 (i) The cooperative must not engage in any commerc ial activity, 

including advertising; and 

 (j) If a qualifying patient or designated provider  no longer 

participates in the cooperative, the cooperative ma y not accept any 

new qualifying patient or designated provider for f ifteen days from 

the date the qualifying patient or designated provi der ceases 

participation. No more than six qualifying patients  or designated 

providers may be newly accepted to the cooperative within a twelve-

month period. Documentation of all participants in the cooperative 

must be maintained at the location for at least two  years. 

 (2) For purposes of this section, the creation of a 

"cooperative" means qualifying patients sharing res ponsibility for 

acquiring and supplying the resources required to p roduce and 

process marijuana for medical use such as, for exam ple: a location 

for a cooperative; equipment, supplies, and labor n ecessary to 

plant, grow, and harvest marijuana; marijuana plant s, seeds, and 

cuttings; and equipment, supplies, and labor necess ary for proper 

construction, plumbing, wiring, and ventilation of a garden of 

marijuana plants. 

 (3) A person who knowingly violates a provision of  subsection 

(1) of this section is not entitled to the protecti ons of this 

chapter. 

 

 NEW SECTION.  Sec. 26.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this cha pter and even 

if multiple qualifying patients or designated provi ders reside in 

the same housing unit, no more than fifteen plants may be grown or 

located in any one housing unit other than a cooper ative established 

pursuant to section 25 of this act or designated pr oviders. 
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(2) Neither the production nor processing of mariju ana or 

marijuana-infused products pursuant to this section  nor the storage 

or growing of plants may occur if any portion of su ch activity can 

be readily seen by normal unaided vision or readily  smelled from a 

public place or the private property of another hou sing unit. 

(3) Cities, towns, counties, and other municipaliti es may create 

and enforce civil penalties, including abatement pr ocedures, for the 

growing or processing of marijuana and for keeping marijuana plants 

beyond or otherwise not in compliance with this sec tion. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 27.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) Once the state liquor and cannabis board adopts  rules under 

subsection (2) of this section, qualifying patients  or designated 

providers may only extract or separate the resin fr om marijuana in 

accordance with those standards. 

(2) The state liquor and cannabis board must adopt rules 

permitting qualifying patients and designated provi ders to extract 

or separate the resin from marijuana using noncombu stable methods. 

The rules must provide the noncombustible methods p ermitted and any 

restrictions on this practice. 

Sec. 28.  RCW 69.51A.045 and 2011 c 181 s 405 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

(1) A qualifying patient or designated provider in possession of 

((cannabis)) plants, marijuana concentrates, useabl e ((cannabis)) 

marijuana, or ((cannabis)) marijuana-infused produc ts exceeding the 

limits set forth in ((RCW 69.51A.040(1))) this chap ter but otherwise 

in compliance with all other terms and conditions o f this chapter 

may establish an affirmative defense to charges of violations of 

state law relating to ((cannabis)) marijuana throug h proof at trial, 

by a preponderance of the evidence, that the qualif ying patient's 

necessary medical use exceeds the amounts set forth  in RCW 

69.51A.040(((1))). 
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(2) An investigating ((peace)) law enforcement offi cer may seize 

((cannabis)) plants, marijuana concentrates, useabl e ((cannabis)) 

marijuana, or ((cannabis)) marijuana-infused produc ts exceeding the 

amounts set forth in ((RCW 69.51A.040(1): PROVIDED,  That)) this 

chapter. In the case of ((cannabis)) plants, the qu alifying patient 

or designated provider shall be allowed to select t he plants that 

will remain at the location. The officer and his or  her law 

enforcement agency may not be held civilly liable f or failure to 

seize ((cannabis)) marijuana in this circumstance. 

Sec. 29.  RCW 69.51A.055 and 2011 c 181 s 1105 are each ame nded 

to read as follows: 

(1)(a) The arrest and prosecution protections estab lished in RCW 

69.51A.040 may not be asserted in a supervision rev ocation or 

violation hearing by a person who is supervised by a corrections 

agency or department, including local governments o r jails, that has 

determined that the terms of this section are incon sistent with and 

contrary to his or her supervision. 

(b) The affirmative defenses established in RCW 69. 51A.043((,)) 

and 69.51A.045((, 69.51A.047, and section 407 of th is act)) may not 

be asserted in a supervision revocation or violatio n hearing by a 

person who is supervised by a corrections agency or  department, 

including local governments or jails, that has dete rmined that the 

terms of this section are inconsistent with and con trary to his or 

her supervision. 

(2) ((The provisions of)) RCW 69.51A.040((, 69.51A. 085, and 

69.51A.025 do)) does not apply to a person who is s upervised for a 

criminal conviction by a corrections agency or depa rtment, including 

local governments or jails, that has determined tha t the terms of 

this chapter are inconsistent with and contrary to his or her 

supervision. 

(((3) A person may not be licensed as a licensed pr oducer, 

licensed processor of cannabis products, or a licen sed dispenser 

under section 601, 602, or 701 of this act if he or  she is 
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supervised for a criminal conviction by a correctio ns agency or 

department, including local governments or jails, t hat has 

determined that licensure is inconsistent with and contrary to his 

or her supervision.)) 

Sec. 30.  RCW 69.51A.060 and 2011 c 181 s 501 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

(1) It shall be a class 3 civil infraction to use o r display 

medical ((cannabis)) marijuana in a manner or place  which is open to 

the view of the general public. 

(2) Nothing in this chapter establishes a right of care as a 

covered benefit or requires any state purchased hea lth care as 

defined in RCW 41.05.011 or other health carrier or  health plan as 

defined in Title 48 RCW to be liable for any claim for reimbursement 

for the medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana. Such  entities may 

enact coverage or noncoverage criteria or related p olicies for 

payment or nonpayment of medical ((cannabis)) marij uana in their 

sole discretion. 

(3) Nothing in this chapter requires any health car e 

professional to authorize the medical use of ((cann abis)) marijuana 

for a patient. 

(4) Nothing in this chapter requires any accommodat ion of any 

on-site medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana in an y place of 

employment, in any school bus or on any school grou nds, in any youth 

center, in any correctional facility, or smoking (( cannabis)) 

marijuana in any public place or hotel or motel. Ho wever, a school 

may permit a minor who meets the requirements of se ction 20 of this 

act to consume marijuana on school grounds. Such us e must be in 

accordance with school policy relating to medicatio n use on school 

grounds. 

(5) Nothing in this chapter authorizes the possessi on or use of 

marijuana, marijuana concentrates, useable marijuan a, or marijuana-

infused products on federal property. 
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(((5))) (6) Nothing in this chapter authorizes the use of 

medical ((cannabis)) marijuana by any person who is  subject to the 

Washington code of military justice in chapter 38.3 8 RCW. 

(((6))) (7) Employers may establish drug-free work policies. 

Nothing in this chapter requires an accommodation f or the medical 

use of ((cannabis)) marijuana if an employer has a drug-free 

workplace. 

(((7) It is a class C felony to fraudulently produc e any record 

purporting to be, or tamper with the content of any  record for the 

purpose of having it accepted as, valid documentati on under RCW 

69.51A.010(32)(a), or to backdate such documentatio n to a time 

earlier than its actual date of execution.)) 

(8) No person shall be entitled to claim the protec tion from 

arrest and prosecution under RCW 69.51A.040 or the affirmative 

defense under RCW 69.51A.043 for engaging in the me dical use of 

((cannabis)) marijuana in a way that endangers the health or well-

being of any person through the use of a motorized vehicle on a 

street, road, or highway, including violations of R CW 46.61.502 or 

46.61.504, or equivalent local ordinances. 

Sec. 31.  RCW 69.51A.085 and 2011 c 181 s 403 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

(1) Qualifying patients may create and participate in collective 

gardens for the purpose of producing, processing, t ransporting, and 

delivering ((cannabis)) marijuana for medical use s ubject to the 

following conditions: 

(a) No more than ten qualifying patients may partic ipate in a 

single collective garden at any time; 

(b) No person under the age of eighteen may partici pate in a 

collective garden or receive marijuana that was pro duced, processed, 

transported, or delivered through a collective gard en. A designated 

provider for a person who is under the age of eight een may 

participate in a collective garden on behalf of the  person under the 

age of eighteen; 
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(c) A collective garden may contain no more than fi fteen plants 

per patient up to a total of forty-five plants; 

(((c))) (d) A collective garden may contain no more  than twenty-

four ounces of useable ((cannabis)) marijuana per p atient up to a 

total of seventy-two ounces of useable ((cannabis))  marijuana; 

(((d))) (e) A copy of each qualifying patient's ((v alid 

documentation or proof of registration with the reg istry established 

in section 901 of this act)) authorization, includi ng a copy of the 

patient's proof of identity, must be available at a ll times on the 

premises of the collective garden; and 

(((e))) (f) No useable ((cannabis)) marijuana from the 

collective garden is delivered to anyone other than  one of the 

qualifying patients participating in the collective  garden. 

(2) For purposes of this section, the creation of a  "collective 

garden" means qualifying patients sharing responsib ility for 

acquiring and supplying the resources required to p roduce and 

process cannabis for medical use such as, for examp le, a location 

for a collective garden; equipment, supplies, and l abor necessary to 

plant, grow, and harvest ((cannabis; cannabis)) mar ijuana plants, 

seeds, and cuttings; and equipment, supplies, and l abor necessary 

for proper construction, plumbing, wiring, and vent ilation of a 

garden of ((cannabis)) marijuana plants. 

(3) A person who knowingly violates a provision of subsection 

(1) of this section is not entitled to the protecti ons of this 

chapter. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 32.  A new section is added to chapter 69.50 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) The state liquor and cannabis board may conduct  controlled 

purchase programs to determine whether: 

(a) A marijuana retailer is unlawfully selling mari juana to 

persons under the age of twenty-one; 

(b) A marijuana retailer holding a medical marijuan a endorsement 

is selling to persons under the age of eighteen or selling to 
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persons between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one  who do not hold 

valid recognition cards; 

(c) Until July 1, 2016, collective gardens under RC W 69.51A.085 

are providing marijuana to persons under the age of  eighteen; or 

(d) A cooperative organized under section 25 of thi s act is 

permitting a person under the age of eighteen to pa rticipate. 

(2) Every person under the age of twenty-one years who purchases 

or attempts to purchase marijuana from a marijuana retailer is 

guilty of a violation of this section. This section  does not apply 

to: 

(a) Persons between the ages of eighteen and twenty -one who hold 

valid recognition cards and purchase marijuana at a  marijuana retail 

outlet holding a medical marijuana endorsement; 

(b) Persons between the ages of eighteen and twenty -one years 

who are participating in a controlled purchase prog ram authorized by 

the state liquor and cannabis board under rules ado pted by the 

board. Violations occurring under a private, contro lled purchase 

program authorized by the state liquor and cannabis  board may not be 

used for criminal or administrative prosecution. 

(3) A marijuana retailer who conducts an in-house c ontrolled 

purchase program authorized under this section shal l provide his or 

her employees a written description of the employer 's in-house 

controlled purchase program. The written descriptio n must include 

notice of actions an employer may take as a consequ ence of an 

employee's failure to comply with company policies regarding the 

sale of marijuana during an in-house controlled pur chase program. 

(4) An in-house controlled purchase program authori zed under 

this section shall be for the purposes of employee training and 

employer self-compliance checks. A marijuana retail er may not 

terminate an employee solely for a first-time failu re to comply with 

company policies regarding the sale of marijuana du ring an in-house 

controlled purchase program authorized under this s ection. 
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(5) Every person under the age of twenty-one who is  convicted of 

a violation of this section is guilty of a misdemea nor punishable as 

provided by RCW 9A.20.021. 

Sec. 33.  RCW 69.51A.100 and 2011 c 181 s 404 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

(1) A qualifying patient may revoke his or her desi gnation of a 

specific designated provider and designate a differ ent designated 

provider at any time. A revocation of designation m ust be in 

writing, signed and dated, and provided to the desi gnated provider 

and, if applicable, the registry administrator. The  protections of 

this chapter cease to apply to a person who has ser ved as a 

designated provider to a qualifying patient seventy -two hours after 

receipt of that patient's revocation of his or her designation. 

(2) A person may stop serving as a designated provi der to a 

given qualifying patient at any time by revoking th at designation in 

writing, signed and dated, and provided to the qual ifying patient 

and, if applicable, the registry administrator. How ever, that person 

may not begin serving as a designated provider to a  different 

qualifying patient until fifteen days have elapsed from the date the 

last qualifying patient designated him or her to se rve as a 

provider. 

(3) The department may adopt rules to implement thi s section, 

including a procedure to remove the name of the des ignated provider 

from the registry upon receipt of a revocation unde r this section. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 34.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

Neither this chapter nor chapter 69.50 RCW prohibit s a health 

care professional from selling or donating topical,  noningestible 

products that have a THC concentration of less than  .3 percent to 

qualifying patients. 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 35.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

Employers of a health care professional may not pro hibit or 

limit the authority of any health care professional  to: 

(1) Advise a patient about the risks and benefits o f the medical 

use of marijuana or that the patient may benefit fr om the medical 

use of marijuana; or 

(2) Provide a patient or designated provider meetin g the 

criteria established under RCW 69.51A.010 with an a uthorization, 

based upon the health care professional's assessmen t of the 

patient's medical history and current medical condi tion, if the 

health care professional has complied with this cha pter and he or 

she determines within a professional standard of ca re or in the 

individual health care professional's medical judgm ent the 

qualifying patient may benefit from the medical use  of marijuana. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 36.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

A medical marijuana consultant certificate is hereb y 

established. 

(1) In addition to any other authority provided by law, the 

secretary of the department may: 

(a) Adopt rules, in accordance with chapter 34.05 R CW, necessary 

to implement this chapter; 

(b) Establish forms and procedures necessary to adm inister this 

chapter; 

(c) Approve training or education programs that mee t the 

requirements of this section and any rules adopted to implement it; 

(d) Receive criminal history record information tha t includes 

nonconviction information data for any purpose asso ciated with 

initial certification or renewal of certification. The secretary 

shall require each applicant for initial certificat ion to obtain a 

state or federal criminal history record informatio n background 

check through the state patrol or the state patrol and the 
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identification division of the federal bureau of in vestigation prior 

to the issuance of any certificate. The secretary s hall specify 

those situations where a state background check is inadequate and an 

applicant must obtain an electronic fingerprint-bas ed national 

background check through the state patrol and feder al bureau of 

investigation. Situations where a background check is inadequate may 

include instances where an applicant has recently l ived out-of-state 

or where the applicant has a criminal record in Was hington; 

(e) Establish administrative procedures, administra tive 

requirements, and fees in accordance with RCW 43.70 .110 and 

43.70.250; and 

(f) Maintain the official department record of all applicants 

and certificate holders. 

(2) A training or education program approved by the  secretary 

must include the following topics: 

(a) The medical conditions that constitute terminal  or 

debilitating conditions, and the symptoms of those conditions; 

(b) Short and long-term effects of cannabinoids; 

(c) Products that may benefit qualifying patients b ased on the 

patient's terminal or debilitating medical conditio n; 

(d) Risks and benefits of various routes of adminis tration; 

(e) Safe handling and storage of useable marijuana,  marijuana-

infused products, and marijuana concentrates, inclu ding strategies 

to reduce access by minors; 

(f) Demonstrated knowledge of this chapter and the rules adopted 

to implement it; and 

(g) Other subjects deemed necessary and appropriate  by the 

secretary to ensure medical marijuana consultant ce rtificate holders 

are able to provide evidence-based and medically ac curate advice on 

the medical use of marijuana. 

(3) Medical marijuana consultant certificates are s ubject to 

annual renewals and continuing education requiremen ts established by 

the secretary. 
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(4) The secretary shall have the power to refuse, s uspend, or 

revoke the certificate of any medical marijuana con sultant upon 

proof that: 

(a) The certificate was procured through fraud, 

misrepresentation, or deceit; 

(b) The certificate holder has committed acts in vi olation of 

subsection (6) of this section; or 

(c) The certificate holder has violated or has perm itted any 

employee or volunteer to violate any of the laws of  this state 

relating to drugs or controlled substances or has b een convicted of 

a felony. 

In any case of the refusal, suspension, or revocati on of a 

certificate by the secretary under the provisions o f this chapter, 

appeal may be taken in accordance with chapter 34.0 5 RCW, the 

administrative procedure act. 

(5) A medical marijuana consultant may provide the following 

services when acting as an owner, employee, or volu nteer of a retail 

outlet licensed under RCW 69.50.354 and holding a m edical marijuana 

endorsement under section 10 of this act: 

(a) Assisting a customer with the selection of prod ucts sold at 

the retail outlet that may benefit the qualifying p atient's terminal 

or debilitating medical condition; 

(b) Describing the risks and benefits of products s old at the 

retail outlet; 

(c) Describing the risks and benefits of methods of  

administration of products sold at the retail outle t; 

(d) Advising a customer about the safe handling and  storage of 

useable marijuana, marijuana-infused products, and marijuana 

concentrates, including strategies to reduce access  by minors; and 

(e) Providing instruction and demonstrations to cus tomers about 

proper use and application of useable marijuana, ma rijuana-infused 

products, and marijuana concentrates. 

(6) Nothing in this section authorizes a medical ma rijuana 

consultant to: 
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(a) Offer or undertake to diagnose or cure any huma n disease, 

ailment, injury, infirmity, deformity, pain, or oth er condition, 

physical or mental, real or imaginary, by use of ma rijuana or any 

other means or instrumentality; or 

(b) Recommend or suggest modification or eliminatio n of any 

course of treatment that does not involve the medic al use of 

marijuana. 

(7) Nothing in this section requires an owner, empl oyee, or 

volunteer of a retail outlet licensed under RCW 69. 50.354 to obtain 

a medical marijuana consultant certification. 

(8) Nothing in this section applies to the practice  of a health 

care profession by individuals who are licensed, ce rtified, or 

registered in a profession listed in RCW 18.130.040 (2) and who are 

performing services within their authorized scope o f practice. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 37.  A new section is added to chapter 69.51A 

RCW to read as follows: 

The board of naturopathy, the board of osteopathic medicine and 

surgery, the medical quality assurance commission, and the nursing 

care quality assurance commission shall develop and  approve 

continuing education programs related to the use of  marijuana for 

medical purposes for the health care providers that  they each 

regulate that are based upon practice guidelines th at have been 

adopted by each entity. 

Sec. 38.  RCW 43.70.320 and 2008 c 134 s 16 are each amende d to 

read as follows: 

(1) There is created in the state treasury an accou nt to be 

known as the health professions account. All fees r eceived by the 

department for health professions licenses, registr ation, 

certifications, renewals, or examinations and the c ivil penalties 

assessed and collected by the department under RCW 18.130.190 shall 

be forwarded to the state treasurer who shall credi t such moneys to 

the health professions account. 
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(2) All expenses incurred in carrying out the healt h professions 

licensing activities of the department and implemen ting and 

administering the registry established in section 2 1 of this act 

shall be paid from the account as authorized by leg islative 

appropriation, except as provided in subsection (4)  of this section. 

Any residue in the account shall be accumulated and  shall not revert 

to the general fund at the end of the biennium. 

(3) The secretary shall biennially prepare a budget  request 

based on the anticipated costs of administering the  health 

professions licensing activities of the department which shall 

include the estimated income from health profession s fees. 

(4) The secretary shall, at the request of a board or commission 

as applicable, spend unappropriated funds in the he alth professions 

account that are allocated to the requesting board or commission to 

meet unanticipated costs of that board or commissio n when revenues 

exceed more than fifteen percent over the departmen t's estimated 

six-year spending projections for the requesting bo ard or 

commission. Unanticipated costs shall be limited to  spending as 

authorized in subsection (3) of this section for an ticipated costs. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 39.  A new section is added to chapter 82.04 

RCW to read as follows: 

(1) This chapter does not apply to any cooperative in respect to 

growing marijuana, or manufacturing marijuana conce ntrates, useable 

marijuana, or marijuana-infused products, as those terms are defined 

in RCW 69.50.101. 

(2) The tax preference authorized in this section i s not subject 

to the provisions of RCW 82.32.805 and 82.32.808. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 40.  (1) The department of health must 

develop recommendations on establishing medical mar ijuana specialty 

clinics that would allow for the authorization and dispensing of 

marijuana to patients of health care professionals who work on-site 
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of the clinic and who are certified by the departme nt of health in 

the medical use of marijuana. 

(2) Recommendations must be reported to the chairs of the health 

care committees of both the senate and house of rep resentatives by 

December 1, 2015. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 41.  All references to the Washington state 

liquor control board must be construed as referring  to the 

Washington state liquor and cannabis board. The cod e reviser must 

prepare legislation for the 2016 legislative sessio n changing all 

references in the Revised Code of Washington from t he Washington 

state liquor control board to the Washington state liquor and 

cannabis board. 

Sec. 42.  RCW 69.51A.020 and 2011 c 181 s 103 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to super sede 

Washington state law prohibiting the acquisition, p ossession, 

manufacture, sale, or use of ((cannabis)) marijuana  for nonmedical 

purposes. Criminal penalties created under chapter 181, Laws of 2011 

do not preclude the prosecution or punishment for o ther crimes, 

including other crimes involving the manufacture or  delivery of 

((cannabis)) marijuana for nonmedical purposes. 

Sec. 43.  RCW 69.51A.025 and 2011 c 181 s 413 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 

Nothing in this chapter or in the rules adopted to implement it 

precludes a qualifying patient or designated provid er from engaging 

in the private, unlicensed, noncommercial productio n, possession, 

transportation, delivery, or administration of ((ca nnabis)) 

marijuana for medical use as authorized under RCW 6 9.51A.040. 

Sec. 44.  RCW 69.51A.047 and 2011 c 181 s 406 are each amen ded 

to read as follows: 
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A qualifying patient or designated provider who is not 

registered ((with the registry established in secti on 901 of this 

act)) or does not present his or her valid document ation to a peace 

officer who questions the patient or provider regar ding his or her 

medical use of ((cannabis)) marijuana but is in com pliance with all 

other terms and conditions of this chapter may esta blish an 

affirmative defense to charges of violations of sta te law relating 

to ((cannabis)) marijuana through proof at trial, b y a preponderance 

of the evidence, that he or she was a validly autho rized qualifying 

patient or designated provider at the time of the o fficer's 

questioning. A qualifying patient or designated pro vider who 

establishes an affirmative defense under the terms of this section 

may also establish an affirmative defense under RCW  69.51A.045. 

Sec. 45.  RCW 69.51A.200 and 2011 c 181 s 1001 are each ame nded 

to read as follows: 

(1) By July 1, 2014, the Washington state institute  for public 

policy shall, within available funds, conduct a cos t-benefit 

evaluation of the implementation of chapter 181, La ws of 2011 and 

the rules adopted to carry out its purposes. 

(2) The evaluation of the implementation of chapter  181, Laws of 

2011 and the rules adopted to carry out its purpose s shall include, 

but not necessarily be limited to, consideration of  the following 

factors: 

(a) Qualifying patients' access to an adequate sour ce of 

((cannabis)) marijuana for medical use; 

(b) Qualifying patients' access to a safe source of  ((cannabis)) 

marijuana for medical use; 

(c) Qualifying patients' access to a consistent sou rce of 

((cannabis)) marijuana for medical use; 

(d) Qualifying patients' access to a secure source of 

((cannabis)) marijuana for medical use; 

(e) Qualifying patients' and designated providers' contact with 

law enforcement and involvement in the criminal jus tice system; 
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(f) Diversion of ((cannabis)) marijuana intended fo r medical use 

to nonmedical uses; 

(g) Incidents of home invasion burglaries, robberie s, and other 

violent and property crimes associated with qualify ing patients 

accessing ((cannabis)) marijuana for medical use; 

(h) Whether there are health care professionals who  make a 

disproportionately high amount of authorizations in  comparison to 

the health care professional community at large; 

(i) Whether there are indications of health care pr ofessionals 

in violation of RCW 69.51A.030; and 

(j) Whether the health care professionals making au thorizations 

reside in this state or out of this state. 

(3) For purposes of facilitating this evaluation, t he 

departments of health and agriculture will make ava ilable to the 

Washington state institute for public policy reques ted data, and any 

other data either department may consider relevant,  from which all 

personally identifiable information has been redact ed. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 46.  The following acts or parts of acts are 

each repealed: 

(1)RCW 69.51A.070 (Addition of medical conditions) and 2007 c 

371 s 7 & 1999 c 2 s 9; 

(2)RCW 69.51A.090 (Applicability of valid documenta tion 

definition) and 2010 c 284 s 5; and 

(3)RCW 69.51A.140 (Counties, cities, towns —Authority to adopt 

and enforce requirements) and 2011 c 181 s 1102. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 47.  RCW 69.51A.085 (Collective gardens) and 

2015 c ... s 31 (section 31 of this act) and 2011 c  181 s 403 are 

each repealed. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 48.  Sections 12, 19, 20, 21, 22 through 25, 

30, 34, 39, and 47 of this act take effect July 1, 2016. 
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 49.  Sections 20, 21, 31, and 32 of this act 

take effect October 1, 2015. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 50.  This act takes effect on the dates 

provided in section 48 of this act if House Bill No . 2136, or any 

subsequent version of House Bill No. 2136, is enact ed into law by 

October 1, 2015. 

 

Correct the title." 
 

 
  EFFECT:   Changes references to the "Medical Marij uana 

Authorization Database" to the "registry." Allows q ualifying 
patients to be added to the registry by a health ca re professional, 
a marijuana retailer with a medical marijuana endor sement, or 
another authorized entity. Limits access to the reg istry to only 
peace officers for purposes of verifying that a per son has been 
entered in the registry as a qualifying patient or a designated 
provider. Removes the requirement that recognition cards include a 
photograph of the qualifying patient or designated provider and 
specify the amount of recommended marijuana. 
 
Eliminates the tiers of priority for applicants for  producer, 
processor, or retailer licenses and gives preferenc e to applicants 
who operated or were employed by a collective garde n before January 
1, 2013, have had state and local business licenses , and have paid 
applicable taxes. Directs the Office of Financial M anagement to 
consider the number of producers and processors, in  addition to 
retailers, needed to meet the needs of qualifying p atients and 
adjust the number of licenses accordingly. 
 
Removes the Department of Health's authority to est ablish rules for 
products to be sold at marijuana retailers with a m edical marijuana 
endorsement as those rules relate to THC concentrat ion, CBD 
concentration, or low THC and high CBD ratios. Allo ws products to be 
sold at a reduced cost, in addition to the current authority to 
provide them for no charge. 
 
Allows qualifying patients and designated providers  to possess up to 
15 plants and 24 ounces of useable marijuana derive d from those 
plants, regardless of whether the person is registe red. Allows 
persons who are registered to possess and purchase up to 48 ounces 
of solid marijuana-infused product, 3 ounces of use able marijuana, 
216 ounces of liquid marijuana-infused product, 21 ounces of 
marijuana concentrates at a marijuana retailer with  a medical 
marijuana endorsement. Provides arrest protection f or qualifying 
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patients and designated providers who do not exceed  the authorized 
amount, regardless of whether the person is registe red. 
 
Increases the number of qualifying patients and des ignated providers 
who may participate in a cooperative from four to e ight. Removes the 
requirements that participants have recognition car ds and that the 
cooperative be registered with and regulated by the  Liquor and 
Cannabis Board (LCB), be at the domicile of one of the members, and 
be located at least one mile from a marijuana retai ler. Removes the 
requirement that the LCB adopt rules for security a t cooperatives, a 
seed to sale traceability model for cooperatives, a nd inspection 
procedures at cooperatives. 
 
Allows qualifying patients who are between 18 and 2 1 years old to 
participate in a cooperative if they have a recogni tion card.  
 
Prohibits a cooperative from replacing a departing qualifying 
patient or designated provider for 15 days from the  date of 
departure. Prohibits the cooperative from having mo re than six newly 
accepted patients within a 12-month period. Require s documentation 
of participants to be held for at least two years. 
 
Removes the prohibition on persons who are not lice nsed marijuana 
processors from producing or processing marijuana c oncentrates or 
marijuana-infused products with concentrates not pu rchased from a 
licensed marijuana retailer. Allows persons to make  marijuana 
concentrates using "nonexplosive substances" (inste ad of 
"nonexplosive home cooking substances"). 
 
Removes the crime of a qualifying patient selling, donating, or 
otherwise supplying marijuana produced by the quali fying patient to 
another person. Aligns the penalty for the other ne w crimes created 
in the act with the current standard sentence appli cable to all 
unranked class C felonies (0-12 months of confineme nt, a fine of up 
to $10,000, or both) by removing the language speci fying the maximum 
term of incarceration of two years and maximum fine  of $2,000. 
 
Removes the requirement that a terminal or debilita ting medical 
condition be severe enough to be objectively assess ed as 
significantly interfering with the patient's activi ties of daily 
living and ability to function.  
 
Modifies the requirement that a health care profess ional have a 
documented relationship with the patient as a princ ipal care 
provider or a specialist and allows the nature of t he relationship 
to depend on the age and condition of the patient. Restores the 
qualification that a physical examination of a pati ent be done as 
appropriate based on the patient's age and conditio n. Requires 
reexaminations of minors by a health care professio nal to occur as 
frequently as medically indicated rather than at le ast every six 
months. Removes the requirement that a health care professional 
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document conversations with patients about aspects of marijuana in 
the patient's medical record. Removes the expiratio n of 
authorizations. Removes the requirement that medica l marijuana 
authorization activities be conducted only in the h ealth care 
professional's permanent practice location. Removes  the authority of 
health professions disciplining authorities to insp ect patient 
records and the associated inspection procedures. 
 
Modifies the monthly reporting requirement for heal th care 
professionals who authorize marijuana for medical u se for more than 
30 patients per month to a quarterly report for tho se who issue more 
than 90 authorizations in a three month period. 
 
Eliminates reference to health care professionals d iscussing with a 
patient how to use marijuana and the types of produ cts that should 
be sought from a retailer. 
 
Restores repealed provisions related to: the constr uction of the 
chapter with respect to nonmedical marijuana-relate d crimes; the 
construction of the chapter with respect to private , noncommercial 
production, possession, transportation and delivery  of marijuana for 
medical use; the establishment of affirmative defen ses for 
qualifying patients and designated providers who ar e not registered 
and do not present an authorization to a peace offi cer; and 
evaluations of the implementation of prior legislat ion. 
 
Eliminates the emergency clause for certain provisi ons as instead 
makes those sections take effect October 1, 2015. 
 
Eliminates legislative findings regarding (1) patie nts being unaware 
of the lack of arrest protections even for those in  compliance with 
the law and (2) the lack of safety standards for pe ople using 
marijuana for medicinal purposes. Declares the Legi slature's intent 
to ensure that patients may participate in private,  noncommercial 
cooperatives. 
 

 

--- END --- 

 


