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The Honorable Michael O. Leavitt

Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S. W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Leavitt:

I write to you today to follow-up on your answer to a question I asked during your
confirmation process.

The issue I raised at the time concerned a petition to reschedule marijuana that
had been forwarded to the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
from the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). The DHHS was to provide the DEA a
scientific and medical evaluation of marijuana upon which the DEA would base
its decision on whether to reschedule the drug. As I stated in my question, the
law requires the Secretary to conduct this evaluation "within a reasonable time."

The rescheduling petition was forwarded by the DEA in August 2004 and when
asked in January 2005, you stated that you "would make every effort to complete
the evaluation by August 2005." Needless to say August 2005 has long since
passed and it has now been over two years since the DEA forwarded the
rescheduling petition to the DHHS for evaluation, and yet no action has been
taken on the DEA's request.

Please describe the factors that have led to this delay in responding to theDEA's request. .

.

Do you have a new estimate of when action might be completed on the
DEA's request for scientific and medical evaluation?

.

In advance, let me thank you for your prompt attention to these questions, and
look forward to your response.
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