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ASA Legal Tip of the Month:  

Medical Marijuana and Driving Under the Influence 
 
Even though transportation of medical marijuana is legal under state 
law, it is still illegal to drive while "under the influence" of marijuana. 
Police that are hostile toward medical marijuana patients will often 
use a "driving under the influence" (DUI) charge as a form of 
harassment. Therefore, it is important that you take precautionary 
measures when driving. These measures include: not medicating 
immediately before or while driving (it's illegal); not keeping partially 
consumed marijuana in the vehicle; keeping any marijuana locked in 
the trunk; not admitting to being a patient or in possession of medial 
marijuana unless asked (you are under no obligation to provide such 
information); and, most important of all, not indicating to an 
officer the last time you consumed medical marijuana. 
 
Once you indicate that you consumed medical marijuana regardless of 
how recently, it becomes subjective judgment by the officer as to 
whether you are "intoxicated," and therefore unable to drive. You 
are under no obligation to tell the police the last time you 
medicated and you should refrain from doing so. If a police 
officer initiates the process of investigating your sobriety/intoxication, 
there are options available to you. There is no breathalyzer for 
marijuana; you may be told to take a "field sobriety test" (FST), urine 
or blood test. Since traces of marijuana will remain in urine for as long 
as 30 days, and in blood for 1-3 days, neither of these tests will define 
a window of "toxicity" narrow enough to provide solid evidence of 
impairment to convict in court. You can also refuse to take these 
tests, but you will likely have to submit to one of the three. If the FST 
is chosen, make sure that you will not appear impaired because of 
your medical condition. If you are confident that you will pass an FST, 
you may want to request that the test be filmed, eliminating the 
possibility of biased testimony by the officer. 
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April Northern California ASA Calendar 
 
Tuesday, the 3rd & 17th– Sacramento ASA Meetings 
7:00 p.m. @ Crusaders Hall 
320 Harris Avenue, Suite H in Sacramento 
For more info, email cannacare@earthlink.net  
 
Thursday, the 5th – Lake County ASA Meeting 
6:00 p.m. @ Cafe Victoria, 301 N Main St in Lakeport 
For more info, call Donna: (707) 245-6630 
 
Thursday, the 5th – San Mateo ASA Meeting 
11:00 a.m. @ PCRC, 164 South Blvd. San Mateo, CA 
For more info, call Brent: (415) 283-7404 
 
Saturday, the 7th – Central Valley Patients Coalition Meeting 
(ASA Affiliate) 
7:30 p.m. @ 1733 Yosemite Ave, Modesto, CA, 95350 
For additional information, contact Shirley:  
Shirley@CompassionateCoalition.org  
 
Tuesdays, the 10th & 24th – San Francisco ASA Meetings 
7:00 p.m. @ CA Marijuana Party Bookstore 
223a 9th St. @ Howard in San Francisco 
 
Sunday, the 15th – Solano Patients’ Group Meeting  
(ASA Affiliate) 
3:00 p.m. @ 2145 Collinsville Road in Birds Landing 
For more info, call (707) 635-3752 
 
Wednesday, the 25th – East Bay ASA Meeting 
7:00 p.m. @ ASA Headquarters Office 
1322 Webster Street, Suite 402, Downtown Oakland 
For more info, call Rebecca: 510-251-1856 x 308 
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