<Your Name>







<Your Address>







<Your Telephone #>
<Current date, Year>
Office of the County Clerk
Board of Supervisors

<Name of County> County
<Mailing address for the Office of the County Clerk>
Re:  Tort Claim for <Your Name> (Government Code sections 810 et seq.)

Dear County Clerk:


I, <Your Name>, write to file a tort claim, pursuant to Government Code sections 810 et seq, and to request that you preserve all records relating to the incident.  The incident involves the wrongful seizure of my medical marijuana on <Date of incident>.  I seek <Total $ amount of damages> in compensatory and statutory damages from the incident, as is described more fully below.    


Description of the Incident:  I am a qualified medical marijuana patient, pursuant to the Compassionate Use Act (Cal. Health & Safety Code section 11362.5), who cultivates marijuana for my personal medical use <only include if plants were found>.  On <Date of incident>, The <County> Sheriffs’ Department> <briefly describe incident>.  Despite being presented documentation establishing my status as a valid California medical marijuana patient, the officers proceeded to seize my <number of marijuana plants and/or amount of medical marijuana>.

Nature of Injury:  As a result of the illegal seizure of my property, I suffered damages including, but not limited to, emotional distress, damage to reputation, conversion of property, violation of my statutory right to possess marijuana for medical use, violation of my constitutional rights to due process and to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures, and abuse of process.  I am also seeking statutory damages and attorney’s fees pursuant to Civil Code Sections 51.7, 52(a), 52.1 and 1021.5.


Amount Claimed:  The amount claimed, as of the submission of this claim form, is as follows:


Compensatory and Statutory Damages:  Loss of personal property in the amount of $<monetary value of property confiscated and/or destroyed>

Past and Future Emotional Distress and Damage to Reputation:  $20,000.00 <or more, if you believe appropriate>

Punitive Damages in an amount to be determined at trial

Jurisdiction over the claim would be in the Superior Court as an unlimited civil case, as I will be seeking declaratory and injunctive relief (Code of Civil Procedure §§ 85, 86 & 580).


The public employees involved in the incident are members of The <County> Sheriffs’ Department whose names are unknown to me at this time <or, specify names or badge numbers of officers if you have them>.

Representative Information:  All notices or other communications should be sent to me directly at the address below:

<Your Name>





<Your Address>





<Your Telephone #>
Request for Preservation and Discovery of Police Records:  I request that you preserve all records of the incident, including, but not limited to:  police reports, warrant applications, police policies, prosecutorial policies and memoranda, and audio and video recordings of the incident.

Dated:  <Current date, Year>



Sincerely,








<Your Name>







<Your Address>







<Your Telephone #>
