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Advancing Legal Medical Marijuana Therapeutics and Research

Editorials calling on Congress to
change federal law and implement research

Sacramento Bee: Medicinal grow er faces rest of life in prison — February 6, 2003

“ Congress could right thiswrong by passing a law allowing state medicinal marijuana
statutes to be introduced as evidence in federal courts if they are relevant to the particular
case.

“ This change would undoubtedly bring to an end federal prosecution of medicinal
marijuana cultivators such as Rosenthal, for jurors would rarely vote to convict. And it
could even end the circus-like federal raids of their property.”

Orange County Register: Protecting patients —July 10, 2004

“The U.S. Supreme Court will handle yet another case involving medical marijuana and
federal law enforcement next fall. But Congress could make the issue moot thisweek - and
express solidarity with popular opinion and the principles of federalism - by passing the
Hinchey-Rohrabacher amendment to an appropriations bill, due for consideration today.”

“There is Simply no constituency in this country - beyond a few DEA officials - for jailing
cancer, MSand AIDS patients for using a substance that relieves their suffering. It's long
past time for the rest of Orange County's congressional delegation to catch up with
science and public opinion on thisissue.”

Portland Press-Herald (ME): Create a better way to distribute medical marijuana —
November 29, 2004
“The U.S. Supreme Court may not find in favor of the states rights, but lawmakers should
take another look at federal drug laws. Then, states can find better waysto get people the
relief that they seek.”

The Los Angeles Times: A Kinder Pot Policy — November 30, 2004

“ Science has marched forward since 1970. Most medical authorities, including the
National Academy of Sciences, agree that marijuana can be superior to other substances
for the treatment or alleviation of some grave disorders.

“ Society too has changed. In the elections earlier this month, voters, even in some red
states, supported letting serioudly ill patients medicate themselves with marijuana. Medical
marijuana did better than President Bush in Montana, garnering support of 62%,
compared with Bush's59%. Even in Texas, a poll showed 75% support for legalizing the
medical use of marijuana.
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“With Ashcroft leaving town, Congress should press his likely successor, Alberto Gonzales,
to call off the medical marijuana attack dogs. Legislators should also press federal
regulators (specifically the DEA) to move marijuana out of Schedule 1 to a lower
classification that would allow doctorsto at least prescribe it without fear of losing their
licenses.

“The Supreme Court probably won't rule on the marijuana case for months. Congress and
the White House could act much faster, bringing federal policy in line with science and
society. No one needs to watch another brain tumor patient engage in a David-and-Goliath
legal battle to defend her last-ditch drug of choice.”

Boston Globe: Marijuana paranoia — November 30, 2004

“It would no doubt be better -- as Justice Stephen Breyer suggested yesterday -- if
Congress or federal drug and health agencies would clarify that there should be exceptions
to the drug laws for medical marijuana. But until Congress finds the necessary backbone,
states should be allowed to develop experimental programs.

“lllegal drugs have condemned thousandsto lives of poverty, crime, and despair. That isno
reason to compound the suffering of the serioudly ill.”

Springfield New s-Leader, (MO): Medical marijuana should get OK —December 1,
2004

“But an adverse court decision should not be the end of this story. Congress and federal
regulators ought to pay attention to Raich's and Monson's testimony. They should heed
what is happening in the 11 states that allow medical use of marijuana. They should see
who is being helped. And they should bring reason to the law, carving out a narrow
exception for those states that wish to allow medicinal marijuana.

“ Far more dangerous drugs — morphine, for instance — are used for their beneficial
purposes under a doctor's close supervision. This has not lead to the widespread abuse of
morphine by people with no medical need for it. It has, however, eased pain and suffering.

“We ought to be able to do the same thing with marijuana. Allowing people to use it for
pain relief under the close supervision of a doctor will not lead to widespread abuse any
more than it has for other controlled drugs.

“Nor should it lead to the legalization of marijuana, anymore than it haslead to the
legalization of morphine. Both should continue to be illegal to recreational users. But in the
name of compassion, medical marijuana should be allowed.”

Sacramento Bee: A health care issue — December 13, 2004
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“A 1999 Institute of Medicine study concluded marijuana has " potential therapeutic
value," particularly for pain relief, control of nausea and vomiting and appetite stimulation
for patients with cancer, AIDS and other illnesses. There are health risks associated with
smoking, of course. But for terminally ill patients or those with debilitating symptoms,
these long-term risks, notes the study, " are not of great concern.” In the absence of
federal action to reclassify marijuana as having " currently accepted medical use," states
should be allowed flexibility to act.”

Los Angeles Times: Unconstitutional Cannabis —June 7, 2005

“If this editorial board were Congress, we would enact a law allowing marijuana to be
used for legitimate medical purposes, such as alleviating intense pain for cancer patients
undergoing chemotherapy. In fact, we strongly urge Congress to pass such a law, now
that the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that " compassionate-use” laws in California and
other states are invalid under the " commerce clause” of the Constitution.”

Chicago Tribune: Pot and the Constitution —June 7, 2005

“ S0 the federal government has the power to punish sick people using cannabis as
medicine, on the advice of their doctors, even in states where medical marijuana is
allowed. What the federal government doesn't have, even after this decision, is a good
reason to do so.”

San Francisco Chronicle: Medical Pot, After the Ruling —June 7, 2005

“ And Congress must step in and legalize medical marijuana, allowing thousands of
patients with cancer, multiple sclerosis and other debilitating diseases a way to ease their
pain without fear of being jailed.”

Houston Chronicle: Let States Decide —June 7, 2005

“The court majority was wrong to assert federal primacy over a health care matter that is
properly within the purview of state government, but it did get one thing right. Congress is
the forum where advocates of medicinal marijuana should now press their case to allow
suffering people access to a nonaddictive pain reliever they can grow in their own back
yard.”

Times Herald-Record (NY): High Court Hops On Medicinal Pot —June 7, 2005

“ Sates (including New York) should continue to look at allowing the use of marijuana for
medical purposes because it's sensible and compassionate. And Congress needs to take
Justice Sevens hint and scrap thisintrusive federal law.”

New York Times: The Court and Marijuana —June 8, 2005

“The law the Bush administration used in attempting to crack down on medical marijuana
in states where it islegal was intended to stop interstate trafficking in dangerous drugs.
Most Americans would agree that using small amounts of marijuana in private under a
doctor's supervision has nothing to do with narcotics trafficking. To stop the Justice
Department from pursuing this ideological obsession, Congress should amend the law to
specifically exempt prescribed marijuana. It should not be a partisan issue; both red and
blue states have laws allowing the medicinal use of marijuana.”
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Oakland Tribune: State Should Push Federal Medical Marijuana —June 8, 2005
“If we're ever going to end the tug of war over medical marijuana, Congress may have to
pass legislation making cannabis use for medicinal purposes legal across our nation.

“ California's congressional delegation should support the Hinchey-Rohrbacher amendment
and head efforts to legalize medical marijuana nationally. Until Congress approves such a
law, people suffering from cancer, glaucoma, multiple sclerosis, pain, nausea, AIDS and
other diseases that might be helped by controlled use of medical marijuana will continue to
be at risk for arrest. That isindeed cruel and unusual treatment.”

Sacramento Bee: After the pot shot —June 8, 2005

“What a waste of time and a moral blunder for armed federal agentsto raid the homes of
serioudly ill cancer patients to seize medical marijuana. Congress could - and should -
change how it regulates marijuana, but it hasn't.”

“ Rather than expend resources harassing ill patients, U.S. Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales should reclassify marijuana and subject it to the same strict controls as other
Schedule Il to Schedule V drugs. Failing that, Congress should act. Marijuana does not
belong in Schedule I.”

The Record (NJ): Still a Wisp Of Hope —June 8, 2005

“ Congress must respond to the court ruling with new legislation. It must protect from
prosecution patients who use marijuana to relieve pain, nausea, spasms and other disease
symptoms.”

Herald New s (NJ): Congress should exempt medicinal pot —June 8, 2005
“ Congress also should take more decisive action to decriminalize this frail population of
drug users by exempting medicinal marijuana from the Controlled Substances Act.

“The Food and Drug Administration should cede to scientific consensus and allow studies
that could lead to approving pot as a prescription drug, as other countries have done.”

Portland Press Herald (ME): Medical Marijuana Debate Headed Where It Belongs —
June 8, 2005

“One way around this problem of political perception isfor Congress to make medical
marijuana legal while simultaneously supporting or even strengthening the laws that
prohibit using pot as a recreational drug. That way, patients can be helped without
lawmakers having to appear soft on drugs.”

Brattleboro Reformer (VT): A Criminal Prescription —June 8, 2005
“ Congress needs to deal with the Supreme Court's medical marijuana decision this week
for a number of reasons...”

“ Congress should allow the compassionate use of medical marijuana in cases where a
doctor prescribesit to alleviate a patient's pain.”



“ Congress shouldn't allow the high court'sruling to pre-empt states without medical
marijuana laws from adopting them.”

The Monitor (TX): U.S. Must Turn to Congress After Ruling —June 8, 2005

“ Congressiis likely to take up the Hinchey-Rohrabacher amendment, which would deny
the Department of Justice fundsto surveill, arrest or prosecute medical marijuana patients
in states that have passed medical marijuana laws. That might not be precisely the
congressional remedy Justice Sevens had in mind, but it would be a good start.”

Kingsport Times-News (TN): States Should Decide Legality Of Medical Marijuana —
June 8, 2005

“ Snce the Supreme Court cannot find its way out of this legal thicket, Congress needs to
decriminalize marijuana for medical purposes.”

Norwich Bulletin (CT): States should decide validity of medical pot —June 11, 2005
“ Sates rightstook a hit Monday when the Supreme Court ruled in Gonzales vs. Raich that
sick people can't use marijuana to feel better. The decision is wrongheaded and strained,
but it finally ought to catch the attention of Congress, which should legalize the medical
use of marijuana.”

“ Congress -- again -- has the opportunity to step in and say that individual states can set
their own medical-marijuana laws.”

San Francisco Chronicle: Just Say Yes To Medical Pot —June 15, 2005

“The Bush administration's ongoing crusade against medical marijuana has been a
misguided waste of government resources. In the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling
that the federal government has the power to prosecute patients who legally light up in a
number of states, Congress has a chance to show its leadership and legalize medical pot
for patients with debilitating illnesses without fear of going to jail.”

“ Suggesting that Congress should allow statesto follow their own rules and regulations on
medical issues is hardly a radical suggestion. The Supreme Court decision did not overturn
existing state laws that permit medical use of marijuana, but rather upheld the federal
government's power to regulate activities that could affect interstate commerce. The
Hinchey-Rohrabacher amendment is a timely, sensible and humane solution to a problem
affecting serioudly ill people complying with the law.”

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: The High Court Is Addled by Medical Marijuana —June 15,
2005

“Ideally, Congress would pass a law recognizing that anti-drug laws don't have to mean
trouble to ordinary Americans who are very sick.”

Washington Examiner: Congress should amend drug laws —June 16, 2005




“Last Monday's U.S. Supreme Court ruling that allows federal prosecutorsto go after sick
people who smoke marijuana for pain relief is just the latest in an outrageous pattern of
criminalizing medicine that has dire, long-term consequences for every American.”

“ Justice John Paul Sevens, writing for the misguided majority, noted that Congress could
amend federal law to allow the use of marijuana for medicinal purposes only. That would
be the decent and humanitarian thing to do.”

The Arizona Daily Star: The Nation Needs a Medical Marijuana Law —June 20, 2005
“The Supreme Court's decision does not have to be the last word on the use of medical
marijuana by sick and dying patients. Congress can and should take up the cause for
marijuana as a remedy for patients who cannot find relief elsewhere.”

“In trumping those laws, the U.S. Supreme Court has left an opening for Congress. A law
giving states the authority to decide whether it will allow the relief-giving marijuana is
necessary. The law should allow the medical use of marijuana for those who have nowhere
else to turn.”

San Francisco Chronicle: Marijuana madness — December 29, 2005

“ Republicans in Congress have been scrambling to cut federal spending to reduce a record
deficit. Their 2006 Deficit Reduction Act would cut a paltry $40 billion over five years. If
they want to find more savings, they should look to dubious spending on the dubious war
on drugs -- to the high cost of incarcerating first-time nonviolent drug offenders, of
mandating longer sentences for crack cocaine than powder cocaine and of using federal
clout to raid medical-marijuana clubs, prosecute offenders and house them in prison. Cut
these programs and Washington could move this country closer to what President H. W.
Bush announced as his goal, " a kinder, gentler" America.”

St. Petersburg Times: DEA stymies science — February 21, 2007
“ Disingenuousness is a specialty of the Drug Enforcement Administration when it comesto
the issue of medical marijuana.

“The federal government likesto claim that there is little scientific proof that smoking
marijuana is therapeutic and relieves patient suffering. Yet much of the research that
legitimate academic and medical scientists have tried to conduct to confirm the anecdotal
evidence of marijuana’'s benefits has been stymied through tight federal supplies of legal
marijuana available for testing purposes.”

“For too long federal policy toward marijuana has been grounded in politics rather than
science. By keeping such a tight rein on supplies, it almost appears as though the DEA is
afraid of what medical science will discover when marijuana is finally put to the test.”

Chicago Tribune: Truth and medical marijuana — February 28, 2007




“ An administrative law judge for the Drug Enforcement Administration recently ruled that
a professor at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst should be allowed to grow
marijuana in a licensed facility. Judge Mary Hlen Bittner found that some reputable
scientists have been denied access to the government's supply and that providing an
alternative source ‘would be in the public interest.’

“Whether that decision will actually change anything remains to be seen, since the DEA
has the option of rejecting her recommendation. That would be a shame. If the
government is so sure that marijuana has no medical value, it should welcome this sort of
research. If it refuses to facilitate such studies, it must fear knowing the truth. The
therapeutic value of cannabis remains largely unknown and untapped.”

California Aggie: Medical marijuana: FDA must weigh all facts —March 8, 2007

“ Despite mounting scientific support for the medicinal benefits of marijuana, the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration continues to oppose the drug's use in treating patients. In doing
so, the agency not only stands in contradiction to proven studies, but also to itsown
mission statement.”

“The largest nationwide medical marijuana legislative group, Americans for Safe Access,
recently filed a lawsuit against the FDA in an effort to persuade the agency to repeal its
position on the issue. However, it shouldn't take a lawsuit for the FDA to reconsider its
stance on medical marijuana.”

“With multiple conclusive studies showing the drug's benefits, it should be clear to the
FDA that medicinal marijuana merits more serious consideration. The evidence is apparent,
and it's time the FDA considers all the facts.”

The Republican (MA): Marijuana as medicine a decision for doctors —March 23,
2007

“The United Sates Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit sympathized with Raich,
indicating that if she is arrested and prosecuted for a drug offense, she might be able to
use a ‘medical necessity defense.” Judge Harry Pregerson wrote in the ruling, ‘For now,
federal law is blind to the wisdom of a future day when the right to use medical marijuana
to alleviate excruciating pain may be deemed fundamental.’

“[The 9" Circuit Raich] ruling should be posted at the entrance to Congress so that the
nation's lawmakers will be shamed into amending the federal Controlled Substances Act,
which bans the use of marijuana as a Schedule 1 drug.”

Science: Turning the Tableswith Mary Jane —May 4, 2007
“We'll have to wait to see whether this case turns the tables on DQA, but it's already clear
that HHS has violated its own DQA guidelines...”

Honolulu Star-Bulletin: Medical marijuana research should not be hampered —May
22, 2007




“The prohibition against marijuana being grown in private laboratories for scientific
research is an absurd policy. Laboratories licensed by the DEA are able to gain accessto
LSD, heroin, cocaine and MDMA, or Ecstasy, for research.

“The DEA is not obligated to follow Bittner's recommendation. Indeed, the Bush
administration has sneered at any suggestion that marijuana can be of medical use. When
a recent study affirmed that smoking marijuana is as effective as prescription drugsin
reducing nerve pain of AIDS victims, the White House called it " a smoke screen” because it
did not consider the health effects of inhaling smoke. Its motive for discouraging research
IS suspect.”

Orange County Register: Drug warriors on the hunt —July 27, 2007

“You would think that with terrorism and hard drugs the DEA would have better thingsto
do than to try to keep useful medicine from sick people and nullify the laws of California
and 11 other states. There's obviously a lot of work to do before that happens.”

Los Angeles Daily News: Feds Back Off —July 28, 2007

“But the feds should leave medical marijuana alone unless they have proof of genuine
abuses. Qurely, heroin, cocaine and meth pose a greater threat to society than legalized
medical marijuana dispensaries.”




